
Global Regents Format & Tips 

The new Global Regents is separated into three parts. Each of which we will address and provide practice for.  

1. There will be a multiple-choice section where questions are based on a stimulus (document, primary source, secondary source, map, etc.).  

2. Part II will ask you to analyze two sets of documents.  

3. Part III will offer an Enduring Issues essay where you will need to analyze five documents, and supplement with outside information. Let’s 

take a deeper look! 

 

Part I - 25-30 Multiple Choice Questions Based on a Stimulus 

            You will be given a cartoon, primary source, secondary source, photograph, map, chart, or other source. There will be a series of questions 

that follow. You will be tested on content and skills represented by “Task Models.” There are a few different types of questions on the exam: Data-

based questions, Political Cartoon-based questions, and Map-based questions 

The following are some of the skills you need to consider: 

            - Evaluation, classification, and identification 

            - Understanding continuity and change over time 

            - Identifying point of view, purpose, context, bias, format of source, location of source, and a source’s audience 

            - Supporting or refuting a claim based on knowledge 

            - Understanding a plausible claim that logically flows from what is presented 

            - Understanding the significance of turning points 

            - Identifying significance of events, actions, ideas, or developments as part of continuity in history 

            - Identifying causes and effects 

            - Understanding the impact of time and place 

            - Identifying similarities and differences on one or two documents 

            - Extracting relevant information from a visual stimulus such as a cartoon, photograph, or chart. 

            - Identifying a course of action taken by historical figures, groups, or governments 

            - Identifying how historical events are related chronologically 

            - Identifying a problem, and also identifying a response to the problem 

            - Using evidence from sources to support or refute a claim or argument. 

            - Identifying disciplinary issues, and connecting issues to civic activism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Klaff's most common multiple-choice predictions and tips for Global Regents... 

  

1. If you see:  Meiji Restoration = Modernization of Japan (or the answer will be westernization, think M&Ms) 

3. If you see: Simon Bolivar, Toussaint, San Martin = those names mean the answer is either "Latin American independence movements" or 

"nationalism." 

4. If you see: Green Revolution = go with the Food choice ... salad is green, and it is food! 

5. If you see: Boer War, Sepoy Rebellion, Opium War, Boxers ... odds are you forgot all of this ... so choose "imperialism led to bad stuff" or 

"protest/kick out foreign nations imperializing" 

6. If you see: Karl Marx = answer will be classless society, or 'capitalism leads to bad stuff.' 

7. WHEN IN DOUBT = CIRCLE "CULTURAL DIFFUSION" OR "NATIONALISM" 

8. WHEN IN DOUBT AFTER THAT ... go with the "warm and fuzzy choice." This is a happy and optimistic choice that sounds like this ... "These 

cultures exchanged ideas, and had a flowering of creative thought. They gave us mathematics and science." Rule of thumb ... The Regents wants you 

to understand that places you never heard of have impacted your life positively! 

9. If you see: Mao Zedong then the answer is the Communist choice. Be warned though: Mao also elevated the status of women. 

10. Anything about the Enlightenment will usually lead you to the choice that says "natural rights." Un-Locke those rights! 

11. Ethnic Cleansing, the Holocaust, Khmer Rouge, Tiananmen Square, and Apartheid are unfortunate events of world history. Essays of this nature 

have come up. But for multiple choice purposes, the answer is usually, "human rights violations." Scroll down on this sheet for a list. 

12. EU = EUROPEAN UNION. Europe is mostly united, and it has strengthened their economy. 

13. As in the past, Questions 1-3 on the Regents tend to have nothing to do with history ... usually it involves a "physical map," or a map that has 

mountains and rivers jutting out of it. Or, it is a question about economies/resources or what an anthropologist does. Also know that subsistence 

farming is when you farm just enough for your family (or your "sub-sister"). Slash-and-burn means to burn the forest and use the ashes for 

fertilizer. NOTE: These types of questions might have a Global 1 feel to it, but apparently are fair game. 

14. If you see: The Sahel ... it's related to desertification, as the Sahara desert is expanding to this area. Just remember it's as "hot as Sa-hel" there. 

15. I know this may sound weird, but I have never seen the same choice 4 times in a row. So if you see 4 C's in a row, double check it. Three in a row 

comes up often, but 4 -- not yet. But, they can change that, be on your toes. 

16. Aung San Suu Kyi has been popping up lately. At first, as a champion of human rights ... but recently for not protecting them in Myanmar. 

17. If you see: Mustafa Kemal Atatürk ... He modernized/westernized Turkey. 

18. Japan is a small island! They needed resources, so they imperialized China! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mrklaff.com/bolivar.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardslatinamerica1.html
https://mrklaff.com/sanmartin.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardsimperialismglobal7.html
https://mrklaff.com/opendoorpolicy.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardsindustrialrev6.html
https://mrklaff.com/nationalism.html
https://mrklaff.com/statuepark.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardscoldwar22.html
https://mrklaff.com/annefrankhouse.html
https://mrklaff.com/tiananmensquare.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardsrecentconcepts3.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardskoreavietnam14.html
https://mrklaff.com/flashcardsworldwar7.html


Tips for answering Multiple Choice Questions 

• Know the content! 

• Read EVERYTHING! Caption, author, key, context, date. Those are clues! 

• When you read an MC questions, try to answer it before reading the answers. If you know the content well, this will help you identify the 

answer quickly. It will also avoid the danger that you might get persuaded by an answer that sounds right but is not.  

• If you are not sure which answer in a multiple-choice question is correct, try to identify and rule out the ones that you know are wrong.  

• One way to answer a question comparing two excerpts is to focus on one at a time. For example, identify which of the four possible 

answers are supported by the first excerpt, then by the second excerpt, and then by both.  

• Historical questions often have many reasonable answers: For example, one event usually has many causes, many effects, many ways it is 

like other events, and many generalizations that it supports. However, a question should have one “best” answer. As a result, reading all the 

possible choices before picking one is important.  

• When reading primary sources, it is sometimes necessary to use context clues within the text to understand the meaning. Many primary 

sources were not written in the style of common speech today. Therefore, readers sometimes need to figure out the meaning of confusing 

text by using words and phrases around unfamiliar words. If a word is not identifiable, try to plus in words that you know that might fit 

within this main idea. Using context clues and synonyms will help you understand the author’s intent in the primary source.  

• When viewing a photograph or a picture as a primary source, read the caption. It often provides important information about the subject of 

the photograph or the context in which it was taken.  

• Political cartoons usually rely on satire or humor to make a political, economic, or social statement. Therefore, the use of puns, double 

meanings, symbols (example: uncle Sam), and juxtapositions are effective means to convey a bigger message.  

• Reading charts and graphs as part of an assessment is similar to reading an excerpt from a written source. One difference is that charts and 

graphs tend to use numbers, statistics, and images to convey information about a topic. Start with the title of the chart or graph. Find out 

what topic the information addresses. Then try to determine what cause or effect is being demonstrated or how regions/areas/people 

addressed by the graph or chart compare. What you notice is likely to be addressed by one of the questions.  

• Some questions have two or more plausible answers. The writer of the question is likely trying to make you think critically about these two 

possible answers. You must determine out of the two or more possibilities the ones that have errors, omissions, or less of a relation to the 

information contained in the stimulus or in your broader knowledge of history.  

 

Boosters Guide  

1. Find the title (this will guide your brain to the main topic) 

2. Find the source (this is usually found on the bottom of the doc. These tiny letters can be a huge help! The source often states the year or key 

name or location) 

3. Now let’s look at the question. What do they want to know? (this will guide us to what we are looking for) 

4. Finally, we look at the actual document. Highlight, circle, sit with it and try to crack it- what’s it trying to show? 

5. Look at the possible answers. 

 

• Some documents will be missing a title or a source. No Problem- just look for the clues in other places.  

• Don’t stress if you don’t “get” the document. It’s meant to be a challenge. Just try your best. Even if you don’t understand every 

detail of the document, that’s totally fine. As long as youre able to extract the info you need to answer the question, you’re good 

to go.  

• Highlight or circle key words, dates, or numbers in the document.  

• Highlight key words in the question. Pay attention: what is the question asking? 

• When you’re ready to choose an answer, read every choice separately and ask yourself “does this choice answer the question?” 

• Process of elimination: Go one by one and either mark an “X” or a “?” 

• Do NOT leave out any questions! If you guess, you still have a 25% chance.  

• After you choose an answer, read the question and your choice again to make sure your choice answers the question being asked.  

 

 

 

 

 



General Multiple-Choice Strategies 

Each multiple-choice question is a mystery which contains the answer. It is your job to search for clues. Active reading and use of strategies are the keys to success.  

1) Most of the test is in chronological order. Use your understanding of the timeline to help you match concepts to the correct time period. When you read a question, 
think about the context of the time period and major events that occurred. Eliminate choices that clearly belong to a much earlier or later time period. 

2) For maps, charts and graphs, choose the response that you can PROVE with the information provided.  

3) Look at the tone of the question, and ask yourself if they are looking for something positive or negative.  
4) For quotations or reading passages, read the question first to focus your reading. 

5) Work with what you know! If the question provides a list of things and asks what they all have in common, use the information that you can recall. You don’t have to 

be familiar with everything on the list to get the question right. 
6) Questions will often ask which of the following is a fact or an opinion. Remember, opinions are things you cannot prove (they are based on someone’s feelings about 

something). You can prove a fact. 

7) Use process of elimination. 
8) If all else fails, guess. NEVER leave a blank. 

 

Strategies for Data-Based Multiple-Choice Question 
 

There are a variety of different data-based multiple-choice questions which require students to analyze information and choose the correct response from the choices 

available. 

You may be asked to analyze data in a variety of different formats, including: reading passages, graphs, tables, outlines, quotation interpretation, and timelines.  

Regardless of format, the same strategy holds true for all data-based multiple-choice questions:  

• Read or view all of the data presented. Don’t forget to read the title and the key to fully understand the data being presented.  

• Read the question asked. 

• Read each possible answer choice. 

• Review the data, looking for matches between one of the answers and the data presented. 

• Select the best answer based on your analysis. 

 
Strategies for Map-Based Multiple-Choice Question 

 

Map-based multiple-choice questions require that one carefully read each aspect of the map, including the title, labels, legend, and key. 
Regardless of the map shown, the same strategy holds true for all map-based multiple-choice questions: 

• View the map, paying particular attention to the title, labels, legend, and key. 

• Read the question asked. 

• Read each possible answer choice. 

• Review the map, looking for matches between one of the answers and the data presented. 

• Select the best answer based on your analysis. 

 

Strategies for Multiple Choice Questions Based on Visual Texts (Political Cartoons, Photographs and Illustrations) 

 
There are a variety of different visual text-based multiple-choice questions which require students to analyze information and choose the correct response from the 

choices available. 

You may be asked to analyze data in a variety of different formats, including: reading passages, graphs, tables, outlines, quotation interpretation, and timelines.  
Regardless of format, the same strategy holds true for all data-based multiple-choice questions:  

• Read or view all of the data presented. Don’t forget to read the title and the key to fully understand the data being presented.  

• Read the question asked. 

• Read each possible answer choice. 

• Review the data, looking for matches between one of the answers and the data presented. 

• Select the best answer based on your analysis. 

 
Political cartoon multiple choice questions require that you carefully read each aspect of the cartoon, including labels and captions. It is also very important to note 

different types of symbolism. After looking for all of these clues, put them together and try to make sense of them. You should ask yourself, “What is the message of 

this cartoon?”  
Strategies for Text-Based Multiple-Choice Question 

 

There are a variety of different text-based multiple-choice questions which require you to read a text and choose the correct response from the choices available. 
Regardless of format, the same strategy holds true for all text-based multiple-choice questions:  

• If it is a longer passage, you may first want to read the questions to give you a sense of what to look for as you read.  

• Read the text presented. Don’t forget to read the title, speaker, and year if given. 

• Contextualize the text in the period it is from. What do you know about the period or speaker? What events is this text connected to?  

• Read the question asked. 

• Read each possible answer choice. 

• Select the best answer based on your analysis 



Part II - Short Answer Constructed-Response (CRQ) Practice 



In this section, you will be given 2 sets of two documents. For each set of documents, you will be given three questions. One set will reflect cause 

and effect, the other will reflect either a turning point, or a similarity/difference. The Regents will always ask the same types of questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tips for Answering Short Answer Questions  

• When you read a table of data, you can get the main theme and organization of it by looking at: the Title, the subheads at the top of each 

column, and the subheads in the left column of each row.  

• Exam questions often focus on the source of a document. Develop the habit of asking about the writer’s bias, point of view, intended 

audience, and purpose. In particular, study the first and last sentence of a document for indications of what shaped the writer’s thinking.  

• One way to think about the context of a source is to position it in time. Picture the event as the middle entry on a timeline- What events 

occurred right before and right after it?’ 

• A second way to think about the context of a source is to position it in space. Picture the event on a map- What events occurred in nearby 

places? What events occurred in places around the world? 

• To understand the geographic context of a document, consider 2 types of questions: 

o Why was the document created where it was? For example, in Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech, consider where it was significant 

that Churchill was speaking in the U.S., in the state of Missouri, on a college campus.  

o How did geography shape the content of the document? For example, consider the political geography of Europe at the time of 

Churchill’s speech. 

• To help identify the historical context for an event, consider seeing it in both a global and a regional perspective: 

o To focus on the global context, imagine seeing the event from the moon. As the earth revolved, an observer would see what’s 

happening around the entire globe. For example, in the mid-20th century, one would see the rise of Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam and 

Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana. Both were responding to Western civilization.  

o To focus on the region, imagine seeing the event from a drone. From there, an observer can could see the importance of the local 

geography and particular culture in shaping the event. For example, in Vietnam, the success of the Viet Minh was partially 

because the dense jungles made their guerilla tactics more effective. In addition, the long struggle of the Vietnamese against 

domination by China made the desire for self-determination strong.  

TIPS FROM BOOSTERS  

 The first question in each set will always ask either one of these questions: 

1. What was the historical context that led to development in this document? (just explain what was going on at this time 

period that led to this idea or event).  

2. What was the geographic context of this document? (just explain where this event happened and why it happened there).  

o For both, analyze the title, the source, the key, and other clues.  

  

 

 

 

 

What is this cartoon showing? Any hints/clues 

about that time period? 

 

Where is this taking place? Why there? 



• The second question in each set will always be based on the second document. The question will always ask you about sourcing- one 

of these 4 questions: 

1. Bias: Is this document a one-sided opinion? How? 

2. Audience: Who was this document made for? How does that affect what’s in the document? 

3. Point of View: What’s the author’s/illustrator’s opinion in this document? 

4. Purpose: Why was this document created? What point is it trying to make? 

o The Regents gives a little intro to the document, which is super helpful! There are serious clues in there, so read it carefully 

and pay attention. Then look at the source, the question, and other clues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The third question in each CRQ will ask you about the relationship between the two documents in question 1 & question 2. There are 

3 types of questions the Regents can ask you based on the connection between the documents: 

o Cause and Effect: You must identify AND Explain the cause & effect relationship using evidence from both 

documents.one document shows the cause (something that contributed or brought about an event/idea/development) and the 

other document shows the effect (what happened as a result, impact, or outcome). 

o Turning Point: You must identify a turning point (a major change that happened in history that brings about significant 

change) and explain why the historical developments with these documents are considered a turning point (how 1 event/idea 

led to another). You must include evidence from both documents.  

o Similarity or Difference: Choose & show how either a similarity OR a difference between the 2 documents and explain (in 

detail) it. You must use evidence from both documents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify and explain a cause and effect relationship associated with the historical developments in documents 1 and 2. Be sure to use 

evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in you response. 

a. Identify a turning point associated with the events, ideas, or historical developments related to both documents 1 and 2.  

b. Explain why the events, ideas, or historical developments associated with these documents are considered a turning point. Be sure to use 

evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3a. Identify a similarity or a difference 

between the events, ideas, or historical 

developments presented in documents 1 and 

2. 3b. Explain a similarity or a difference in the 

events, ideas, or historical developments 

presented in these documents. Be sure to use 

evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your 

response 



Words & Phrases to use when answering CRQ 
  

● Point of View: “The author’s point of view is…” or “the author believes/thinks that…” 

● Bias: “The author’s bias is that he/she thinks…BECAUSE…” or “evidence (write the evidence) from the document shows that that author is 

biased BECAUSE…” 

● Purpose: “The author’s purpose for writing this document is to…” or “by writing this document, the author hoped/wanted to…” 

● Audience: “The author presented his ideas (write down the ideas) because/since his audience was _________ and wanted them to….” 

● Connecting Cause and Effect: “as a result”, “for this reason”, “so”, “therefore”, “led to”, “Doc # 1...  which led to Doc #2  in which…” 

● Explaining Cause and Effect: “BECAUSE”, “if…then”, “in order to”, “since”, “so” 

● Identifying Turning Point: “__________ was a turning point in history associated with both documents 1 and 2” or “a turning point 

associated with both documents 1 and 2 was ________” 

● Explaining Turning Point: “______ was a turning point in history because…) or “since _____, it was a major turning point” or “the effects 

of ________ had a major impact on the world BECAUSE ______ so, it was a turning point” 

● To show Similarities: “are similar because…” or “one similarity between __ and ___ is….” 

● To show Differences: “one difference between ___ and ___ is….” 

● Referencing/Evidence from Documents: “As mentioned/referenced/discussed/demonstrated, stated in document ___” or “In document 

___, the author shows that….”                

*Be sure to reference BOTH documents either by quoting from them, referring to them using their titles, or by stating “Document 1.2”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Engel 

NAME: __________________________________ 

Grading Rubric for CRQs 

Needs Work 

(Details; Room for Improvement 

Criteria for Judgment 

(Meets Established Goals & 
Successfully Completes Task) 

Exceeds Expectations 

(Evidence) 

 Student correctly articulates the 
historical context/circumstances for 
the FIRST document 

–OR– 

Student correctly articulates the 
geographic context for the FIRST 
document 

 

 

 

 Student correctly explains the p.o.v., 
purpose, bias, OR intended audience 
of the author/creator of the SECOND 
document 

 

 Student clearly demonstrates a cause-
and-effect relationship between the 
TWO documents, using evidence from 
BOTH documents 

–OR– 

Student clearly explains a similarity 
and/or difference between the TWO 
documents, using evidence from 
BOTH documents 

–OR– 

Student clearly demonstrates how the 
two documents act as a turning point 
in history, using evidence from BOTH 
documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. Engel 

NAME: _____________________________ 

 

10th Grade Social Studies: Global History and Geography 

CRQ Practice Activity – RWANDA 

 

DOCUMENT 1 

SOURCE: Population growth in Rwanda, 1965 - Present.  

 

1. Explain the geographic context of the historical events or ideas depicted in the document. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOCUMENT 2 

SOURCE: Taken and Adapted from Rwanda, published on the University of Minnesota's Holocaust and 

Genocide Studies page in 2022. Retrieved on May 19, 2022. 

On April 6, 1994, an airplane carrying both Juvénal Habyarimana, the President of Rwanda, and Cyprien 

Ntaryamira, the President of [neighboring] Burundi was shot down. Both presidents were Hutu and were 

killed. The assassination was blamed on the Tutsi minority and immediately resulted in the use of 

roadblocks throughout the country and sparked the genocide. To this day, there is no conclusive evidence 

regarding who shot down the plane, but theories range from moderate Hutus to the Tutsi-led RPF 

[Rwandan Patriotic Front] 

Although the genocide’s timeline is considered to be April 7–July 15, the majority of the killings occurred 

within the first six weeks. An estimated 800,000 people were killed by mid-May, and the accelerated 

pace of the killings outpaced the Holocaust. The rate of death in the Rwandan Genocide is also 

noteworthy because of the lack of centrality accompanying it. Unlike the efficiency seen in the Holocaust 

or Cambodian Genocide, the killings in Rwanda were more reliant on individuals acting out orders from a 

central command and the use of rudimentary weapons. This often meant victims knew their attackers 

personally. 

After mid-May, the killings began to slow. The RPF gradually took back significant parts of the country, 

and by July, the RPF pushed the sitting government out of the country and the genocide finally came to 

an end. Today, the 4th of July is a holiday that commemorates the end of the Rwandan Genocide against 

Tutsi. 

2. Identify the author’s purpose in writing this document. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

3. Explain the cause-and-effect relationship between the historical events or ideas depicted in 

these documents. Be sure to use evidence from BOTH documents in your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________ 

 

 



Part III - Tips for Writing an Excellent Enduring Issues Essay 

An enduring issue is a challenge or problem that has been debated or discussed across time. An enduring issue is one that many societies have 

attempted to address with varying degrees of success. 

In your essay 

• Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents. 

• Using your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents, argue why the issue you selected is significant and 

how it has endured across time. 

Be Sure to 

• Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of three documents. 

• Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents 

• Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

o How the issue has affected people or been affected by people 

o How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time 

• Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and include evidence from the documents. 

*Identify- means to put a name to or to name. 

*Define- means to explain features of a thing or concept so that it can be understood. 

*Argue- means to provide a series of statements that provide evidence and reasons to support a conclusion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Criteria for an Enduring Issues 

✓ It is a challenge or a problem. 

✓ It existed in the past and exists today. 

✓ It has affected a lot of people. 

✓ If you have been given five documents, there is evidence of the challenge or problem in at least THREE of the documents. 

 

Four Tips for Identifying an Enduring Issue 

1 

Base your issue on evidence. 

You will need to support your choice of enduring issue 

with evidence from documents or topics you have 

learned in class, so instead of choosing an issue that you 

like to write about and trying to find evidence for it, 

look for evidence of challenges or problems, then 

identify an issue based on what you find.  

3 

Be as specific as possible.  

Instead of choosing “conflict,” try identifying an 

enduring issue like “conflict between ethnic 

groups” or ““civil wars.” 

2 

Do not stick to the list. 

If you see evidence of an enduring issue in a set of 

documents or topics you have learned in class that is not 

on the list, then choose that one. Do not limit yourself to 

the list. For example, “hatred,” and “pollution” are not 

on the list, but are enduring issues. 

4 

Identify causes and/or effects 

Instead of choosing an issue like “conflict,” 

identify what causes conflict like “conflict 

caused by competition over resources” or try 

identifying the effects of an enduring issue. For 

example, you could write, “conflict has led to 

human rights violations.” 

 

 

Checklist 

To get the full credit, student includes all of the following: 

1. an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion  

2. Identifies an enduring issue  

3. Explains/define the enduring issue  

4. Includes at least 3 documents and each showing 

a. Evidence of the enduring issue in each document 

b. Shows significance or impacts of the issue (how it affected people or been affected by people) 

c. Explain How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time 

d. Includes outside information related to the issue  

e. Includes analysis (not a summary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Steps for Constructing an Enduring Issues Essay: 

1. Read each document, annotate it, and identify the main idea and possible enduring issues for each document. 

2. Compare each document and the ideas in them to identify similarities and differences. 

3. Identify possible enduring issues that are present in more than one document. 

4. Sort documents into categories based on possible enduring issues. 

5. Choose an enduring issue that relates to at least three documents and that you can show has endured over time.  

6. Reread documents related to the enduring issue.  

7. Refine the enduring issue and define it by  

• describing what it is 

• clarifying what the words in the enduring issue and the description mean 

•by providing at least three examples from history or modern day the demonstrate is it an enduring issue. 

8. Explain why the enduring issue is significant by describing  

• How people were and/or have been affected by it. 

• How many people’s lives were and/or have been affected by it.  

• How long lasting the changes were and/or have been. 

9. Include outside information 

10. Include analysis (not a summary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When composing your essay, here are a few tips on structure. 

Tip #1: Defining the Issue and Formulating a Thesis 

• The first thing you obviously need to do is figure out which enduring issue is best to use. It is advised that you choose an issue that you can 

expand on. Go through each document and jot down possible enduring issues in the margins. Once you find three documents that match up 

nicely, you can move towards the thesis. 

• It is highly recommended that you have a thesis, as the question is asking you to ARGUE why the issue selected is significant, and how it 

has endured across time. A good thesis should be at the end of the introductory paragraph. For our example, here are a few ways to word a 

thesis while using different enduring issues: 

a) The enduring issue of human rights violations has proved significant throughout centuries, as freedoms were denied during the 

Age of Imperialism in Africa, the Final Solution of the Holocaust, and the Cambodian genocide under Pol Pot. 

b)  Nationalism has been an impactful enduring issue across centuries, as the unifying force has led to changes in government during 

the French Revolution, expansion during the Age of Imperialism, and genocide in the twentieth century. 

c) People have suffered a lack of freedom throughout world history, as members of the Third Estate were socially subordinate, 

Africans were imperialized by Europeans, and Cambodians were targeted with violence by the Khmer Rouge. 

            Notice how there are many choices when it comes to Enduring Issues. When considering significance, you must detail how people were 

affected and why the issue is of great importance. When considering how it endured across time, the issue has likely occurred over many years. 

Perhaps though, the issue has changed a bit. For instance, pollution has occurred for centuries, but recently there have been global movements to 

control it.  

 

Tip #2: Outside Information 

You need to have a lot of outside information. As you go through each document, jot down notes in the margins. Your documents should be 

drowning in ink by the end of the hour! Give anything...ANYTHING...relevant that is not in the documents. For example, consider a document that 

deals with John Locke. In the margin write down “Enlightenment,” “Rousseau, Montesquieu, Voltaire.” Any note about thinkers of that era would be 

a great addition of outside information. Your teacher might suggest that you cite your Outside Information as (O.I.) as well as your documents (Doc 

1) (Doc 2).  

 

Tip #3:  Putting it together: Depth, Analysis, Continuity/Change 

    Do you remember when someone in your past told you that "it's not quantity, it's quality"? They were kidding. It's both which you need.  You 

could answer an essay in two sentences and be “sort of correct” ... but that doesn't mean you will get a good grade! You need to offer details ... 

DETAILS!!! Let's assume you have the Enduring Issues Essay about human rights violations. You could answer it in one of two ways: 

 a) There were human rights violations during the Holocaust, Syrian War, and Cambodian Genocide. In all three places, there were people who were 

denied freedom. 

Yikes, two sentences. That's not ANALYSIS. You need to analyze, or in simpler terms ... you need to make a detailed examination using plenty of 

relevant facts.  Show how the issue has continued over time. Maybe you are better off saying: 

b) An unfortunate and significant enduring issue has been Human Rights Violations. As one can see, the Nazi Party violated the human rights of Jews 

during the Holocaust of World War II with, “mass murders, imprisonments, expulsions and deportations of populations.” (Doc. 3) Hitler’s Final 

Solution called for genocide, and mass killings in extermination camps such as Auschwitz. (O.I.) The UN looked to change such actions by adopting 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. (O.I) Sadly, the enduring issue of Human Rights Violations continued into the later part of the 

century in Cambodia. Here, the Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot targeted millions of people … 

            Notice how this answer incorporates the issue, outside information, and addresses continuity/change over time. 

  

 

 



Tip #4:  Carrying out the Argument with Analysis, NOT Summary 

As seen in Tip #3, you need to show how the issue has continued or changed over time. You also need to show how the issue has affected people or 

has been affected by people depending on the issue chosen. To carry out an argument, you need to make sure that each paragraph doesn’t stray from 

these important concepts. Strong topic and concluding sentences that reflect enduring issues continuing or changing over time is a good idea. It’s 

important to distinguish between summary and analysis. 

If you just copy over or summarize the documents, you'll have a really long and TERRIBLE essay. The documents are there to guide your argument. 

For example, if you are writing about ideas brought on by Charles Darwin, and you just summarize his ideas without focusing on the question, you 

are NOT doing it correctly! You need to show why his ideas relate to an enduring issue, such as, “Tensions Between Traditional Culture and 

Modernization.” Thus: 

Darwin preached “survival of the fittest,” and that species who don’t adapt, die. He stated that species evolve and adapt through a survival process 

called natural selection. Darwin made many of his observations at the Galapagos Islands off the west coast of South America. His theory of evolution 

was very controversial because it went against the creation teachings of the Bible. This complex issue brought many to question religious teachings, 

and brought tension between those supporting traditional culture and those promoting modernization. 

The biggest piece of advice is to answer their questions with analysis (or detailed examination). If you just summarize documents without 

focusing on the question’s prompts, the essay will not reach its full potential!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enduring Issues List 

The enduring issues listed below identify nine issues that commonly come up in the New Visions Global History Curriculum. It is derived from a list 

from the New York State Department of Education. This is not an exhaustive list of possible enduring issues for essays, but can act as a starting 

point. When faced with an enduring issues prompt, students need to choose issues based on the documents presented and should not limit themselves 

to the list below. 

• Conflict: Conflict is a serious disagreement or argument. There can be conflict between individuals, groups of people, and even 

nations.  

o Examples: Voltaire challenged religious discrimination in the Enlightenment; Vietnam fought for independence against France; The U.S. 

confronted the U.S.S.R in the Cold War… or French Revolution/Latin American Revolutions/Imperialism/WWI/WWII/Terrorism 

• Desire for Power: Power is the influence or control over the behavior of people and it is a part of every human interaction. You can 

see the effects of power in your relationships with your family and friends, and in schools, sports, business, and government.  

o Examples: Enslaved Haitians abolished slavery successfully; Nazis seized control of Germany; Terrorists attacked the U.S. on September 

11… or French Revolution/Imperialism 

• Inequity/Inequality & Human Rights Violation: Inequity is a lack of fairness or justice. When there is inequity, one person or group 

of people do not have as much power or opportunity as others. Human rights are rights & freedoms that every person is entitled to. 

Human rights violations are violations of those basic rights.  

o  Examples: Women argued for equality at the time of the French Revolution; Whites had more rights than did blacks during apartheid in S. 

Africa; Western Europe was wealthier than East Asia during the 20th century… or Imperialism- British in India, China, Africa/Armenian 

Genocide/The Holocaust/Cambodian Genocide/Rwandan Genocide. 

• Need for and Impact of Innovation: An innovation is a new method of addressing a problem. Innovations have positive and negative 

impacts.  

o Examples: Manufactures developed new machines during the Industrial Revolution; Militaries used tanks and planes in WWI; Farmers 

planted new varieties of grain in the Green Revolution… or Agrarian Revolution/Meiji Restoration/Modern Technology. 

• Impact of Interconnectedness: Interconnectedness is the state of having connections or relationships with other people. For example, 

the more people you know from a neighborhood, the more interconnected you are with it.  

o Examples: The European Enlightenment in influenced revolutions in the Americas; Many ethnic groups lived together in the Ottoman 

Empire; The internet linked people globally as never before… or interconnectedness of the modern economy outsourcing/global 

trade/imperialism. 

• Impact of Ideas and Beliefs: Our ideas and beliefs shape the way we look at the world. Ideas and beliefs can come from one’s 

conclusions from observation, religion, parents, books, or friends.  

o Examples: Adam Smith developed the concept of the invisible hand; The U.N. supported universal human rights; Hindus & Muslims fought 

during the partition of India… or The Enlightenment/Nationalism/Communism vs. Capitalism/Westernization vs. tradition. 

• Environmental Impact: Our environment is the area around us in which we live. We are affected by our environment and we have an 

effect on it. This is true of your local environment (your home, your classroom, and your neighborhood) and the larger environment 

(your state, your country, and the world).  

o Examples: Enclosure reduced the amount of land available for common use; factory emissions caused air & water pollution; deforestation & 

economic development led to desertification… or Post-Industrial Revolution/Urbanization/Monsoons. 

• Scarcity & Population Growth: Scarcity is the state of not having enough of something. Everything we use in our daily life comes 

from the Earth and there is a limited supply of resources on this planet. Some places have access to more water than others, some have 

access to oil. Since resources are scarce, we trade for them. Population growth occurs when more people are born than die and for 

most of global history, the number of people on Earth has increased.   

o Examples: Industrialized countries desired resources from their colonies; Great Britain rationed goods during WWII; The OPEC oil 

embargo led to a gasoline shortage in the U.S… or Irish Potato Famine/Oil/water. 

• Cooperation: Cooperation means working together to reach a common goal. Nations often work together to solve mutual problems.  

o Examples: European states negotiated to divide Africa for colonization; countries agreed to create the U.N.; Public health agencies worked 

together to fight polio… or Warsaw Pact/NATO/ League of Nations/OPEC. 
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This document illustrates the different stages of African development. 
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DBQ/Enduring Issues Essays Scoring Rubric 

 

Needs Work (comments) Meets Criteria Exceeds Expectations 
(Evidence 

 Student clearly identifies Enduring Issue 
based on a HISTORICALLY ACCURATE 
interpretation of at least THREE documents 

 

 Student writes an ARGUMENT in which 
he/she articulates WHY/HOW the issue is 
an enduring issue; clearly articulates 
HOW/WHY the issue spans through time: 

● How the issue has affected people 
or has been affected by people   

● How the issue has continued to be 
an issue or has changed over time   

 

 Student clearly defines the issue: 

● student explains why the issue is 
an issue; 

● Student accomplishes this using 
evidence from at least THREE 
documents 

 

 Student includes RELEVANT outside 
information 

● Information connected to the 
topic/issue but is NOT referenced 
in the documents 

● Information that is more than a 
passing comment in the body of 
the essay. 

 

 Student writes an organized, structured 
response: 

● Introduction that identifies the 
issues and presents the argument 

● Body paragraphs that use 
historical information AND the 
documents to prove the argument 

● A concluding paragraph that ties 
everything together 

 

 



Key Questions, Click Links Below:  

1. How did the Enlightenment affect the arts? 

2. What were the three Estates of France’s Old Regime? 

3. What were Napoleon’s three mistakes that led to his downfall? 

4. Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in England? ... What were the textile inventions of the Industrial Revolution? 

5. How has nationalism been a unifying force? 

6. Why did countries want to imperialize? 

7. What were the causes, results, and technological innovations of World War I? 

8. What were the foreign policy results of World War II? 

9. What were the major examples of containment during the Cold War? 

10. How did Communism ultimately fall in the Soviet Union? How about in other European nations? 

11. What happened to India during the Partition? 

12. What wars were fought between Israel and members of the Middle East from 1956-1973? 

13. What led to the end of apartheid? 

14. What are some of the environmental problems plaguing the Earth today? 

15. What has Brazil developed into an industrial power? 

16. What should I know about globalization and the modern world economy? 

 

Wars, Click Links Below:   

1.  French Revolution Causes; Bastille; Reign of Terror, 2. Napoleon’s Invasion of Russia, 3. Unification of Italy, 4. Unification of Germany, 

5. Boer War, 6. Crimean War, 7. Opium War, 8. Sepoy Rebellion, 9. Boxer Rebellion, 10. Russo-Japanese War, 11. Mexican Revolution, 

12. World War I events, 13. Bolshevik Revolution, 14. Armenian Massacres, 15. Russian Civil War, 16. World War II, 17. Cold War, 

18. Chinese Civil War, 19. Korean War, 20. Vietnam War, 21. Soviet-Afghanistan War, 22. Iranian Revolution, 23. Rwandan Genocide, 

24. War in Darfur   

 

Human Rights Violations Post 1900, Click Below:  

1. Pogroms, 2. Russia’s Bloody Sunday, 3. Armenian Massacres, 4. Amritsar Massacre, 5. Nanjing Massacre, 6. Ukrainian Famine 

(Holodomor), 7. Great Purge, 8. Final Solution (Holocaust), 9. Cultural Revolution, 10. Apartheid, 11. Khmer Rouge 12. Tiananmen Square 

Massacre, 13. Ethnic Cleansing in Bosnia,  14. Rwandan Genocide, 15. War in Darfur  

 Geography, Click Links Below:  

1. What is a physical map? 

2. Why did civilizations develop near water? 

3. Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in England? 

4. Why couldn’t Napoleon defeat Britain? What happened to him in Russia? (NOTE: Hitler losing in Russia's harsh winter is a similar 

theme) 

5. What does the Suez Canal connect? 

6. What are some of the environmental problems plaguing the Earth today? 
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