
Terms, People, and Places 

Abu Bakr: 

Caliph:  

Caliphate: 

Sunni:  

Shiite:  

Sufis:  

Dhimmis: 

Umayyads: 

Abbasids: 

 



• Explain how Muslims were able to conquer many 
lands. 

• Identify the divisions that emerged within Islam. 

• Describe the rise of the Umayyad and Abbasid 
Dynasties. 

• Explain why the Abbasid empire declined. 

Lesson Objectives 



 Inspired by Muhammad’s teachings, Arab 
armies spread Islam through parts of three 
continents. The Arab empire was ruled by 

several powerful caliphates. After 850, they 
were replaced by independent dynasties ruling 

separate Muslim states.  

 

Summary 
“Building a Muslim Empire” 







 

Aim #9: How did Islam spread? 
 



A Muslim Empire  
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Reasons For Success 
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Social Patterns Under Islam 
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Muslims 
at Birth 

Converts 

Dhimmis 



Checkpoint 
How were Muslims able to conquer 

many lands? 



 
Divisions Emerge W/in Islam  

 •   

•   
 



Checkpoint 
What divisions emerged within Islam? 



The Umayyad & Abbasid 
 

UMAYYADS 661-750 ABBASIDS 750-1258 

• Moved capital to Damascus 
 

• Conquered lands from Atlantic to the 
Indus Valley 
 

• Relied on local officials to govern the 
empire, while the Umayyads themselves 
lived in great luxury. 
 

• Faced economic tensions between 
wealthy and poor Arabs 

 

• Split in Islam occurs during their reign – 
between Sunni & Shiite 

 

• Moved to Spain after downfall & had 
golden age  

• Moved capital to Baghdad 
 

• Ended Arab dominance and helped 
make Islam a universal religion 
 

• Empire of the caliphs reached its 
greatest wealth and power through 
strong trade network. 

 

• Baghdad- world capital in learning, trade 
& culture  
 

• Muslim civilization enjoyed a Golden 
Age 

 

• Difficulty controlling vast empire. 

These powerful caliphates ruled the Islamic world, expanded the Arab empire, 

and brought about a golden age in Muslim civilization. 

 



Umayyad Dynasty (661-750) 

• From Damascus 
 large empire; Atlantic O. to Indus River & across N. Africa 

Arabic  & dinar became common 

Dome of the Rock 

• tensions bet. Arab Muslim elites & poor  

• 750, overthrown by Abu al-Abbas  

• Umayyad fled to S. Spain & built flourishing dynasty  
 



Twice the distance of the U.S.! 

stretched 6k miles 



Umayyad in Spain- Culture Flourishes  
• Muslims rulers presided over dazzling courts 
• arts & learning thrived  
• Cordoba- center of learning 
  Jewish & Christian scholars studied science & philosophy 

• Architects built large, beautiful palaces  
Alhambra in Granada w/ pools, gardens, & decorated 

marble columns  

• This period marked high point in Muslim civilization 



Checkpoint 
How did the Umayyad rise and fall? 



Rise of Abbasid Dynasty (750-1258) 

• halted conquests & focused on equality  

• capital in Baghdad 
 location provides access to trade  

• great wealth & power 

• Golden Age 

 



 
The Splendors of Baghdad 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PxJomypQE  “Islam: Empire of Faith” Part II (PBS) 

 • culture, learning, & 
business  
 Poets, scholars, 

philosophers, & merchants 
flocked to city 

• Major crossroads of trade 

• “Paradise on Earth” 
walled w/palace in center 

Beautiful gardens, palaces, 
& Mosques decorated city  

• exceeded 
Constantinople's size & 
wealth  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PxJomypQE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PxJomypQE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PxJomypQE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PxJomypQE


Abbasid Empire Decline & Fall 
• 850,  independent Muslim dynasties began to rule 

own regions 

• 900s: Seljuk Turks  conquered Baghdad 

• 1200s: Mongols destroyed Baghdad 

• 1258, Hulagu Khan killed last Abbasid caliph 

• Both, Seljuk Turks & Mongols adopted Islam   

 



Checkpoint 
How did the Abbasids rise and fall? 




