
Write a history 

What can we conclude about the people that made this 
artifact? 

Do Now! 



In the early 1900s, archaeologists digging in the Indus River 
valley of Pakistan made some startling discoveries. They 

unearthed bricks, small clay seals, figurines, and other artifacts 
dissimilar in style to any they had seen before. The 

archaeologists soon realized they had uncovered a civilization 
that had flourished 4,500 years earlier. It had been unknown to 

the world ever since- The Indus valley civilization 
 

A Lost Civilization Uncovered! 



Terms, People, and Places 

Subcontinent: 
Plateau: 
Monsoon: 
Harappa: 
Mohenjo-Daro: 
Veneration: 
Vedas:      
Raja: 
Indra: 
Brahman: 
Mystic: 
Acculturation: 

 



Lesson Objectives 

• Describe the Indian subcontinent’s geography 

• Understand the clues archaeology has provided 
about the rise and fall of the Indus civilization 

• Analyze the main characteristic of the Aryan 
civilization and the Vedic Age 

• Explain what ancient Indian epics reveal about 
Aryan life 



Summary 
“Early Civilizations of India and Pakistan” 

As civilizations took shape in the Nile Valley and 
the Fertile Crescent, people in India carved out 

their own civilization. India’s first civilization 
emerged in the Indus River valley. Excavations 

show that the Indus Valley covered the largest area 
of any ancient civilization and that its tow main 

cities, Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, were carefully 
planned. Aryan civilization then invaded and 

greatly impacted Indian culture. 

 

 





Aim #9: How have scholars learned 
about India's first two civilizations? 



Geography  
•   

 

•   

•   

   

 

   

 

     

•   

   

 

 



 
3  Geographic Regions 

    

   

 

•   

•   

   

 



Monsoons  
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Checkpoint 
How has geography affected where people 

live in the Indian subcontinent? 
 



Indus Civilization (2600BCE-1900BCE)  
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Checkpoint 
What clues has archaeology provided about 

the Indus civilization? 
 



Aryan Civilization  
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Aryans Structure Society 
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Checkpoint 
What are the main characteristics of the 

Aryan civilization and the Vedic Age?  



Epic Literature Tells About Aryan Life 
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Checkpoint 
What values are revealed in Indian epics? 




