
“Islam: Empire of Faith” Part I (PBS) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX3UHNhQ1Zk  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX3UHNhQ1Zk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yX3UHNhQ1Zk


Terms, People, and Places 

Muhammad: 

Mecca:  

Ka’aba: 

Hijra:  

Medina:  

Quran:  

Mosque: 

Hajj:  

Jihad:  

Sharia: 

 



• Understand how Muhammad became the 
prophet of Islam. 

• Describe the teachings of Islam. 

• Explain how Islam helped shape the way of life 
of its believers. 

Lesson Objectives 



 The religion of Islam emerged on the Arabian 
Peninsula in the 600s. Muslim civilization 

eventually created cultural ties among diverse 
peoples across three continents. Muhammad 

was the Prophet of Islam, a monotheistic 
religion. Through the Quran, the Five Pillars, and 
the Sharia, Islam was both a religion and a way 

of life.  

 

Summary 
“The Rise of Islam” 





 
Aim #8: How did Islam develop & 

what are its main beliefs? 
 



• Today, 
Islam is 
the 
world’s 
fastest 
growing 
religion. 

• 1.9 billion 
• 24%  







Middle East is a region of the world that includes parts of SW Asia & 
Egypt, in North Africa.  
 
This is generally a hot &arid (desert-like) climate, but there are fertile 
river valleys like those of the Nile in Egypt &the Tigris & Euphrates 
Rivers in modern-day Iraq.  
 
Throughout history, the Middle East has played an important role. It 
was the home of two ancient civilizations, Ancient Egypt & 
Mesopotamia, & three of the world’s largest religions: Judaism, 
Christianity, & Islam. In addition, the region’s location between 
Europe, Africa, & Asia made it a center of trade & cultural diffusion.  
 
This area is was once known as the “Near East” but is most often 
referred to as the “Middle East.” Both names demonstrate the power 
that European countries have had in writing world history since “the 
east” is a term that assumes the “center” of the world is Western 
Europe.  
 
Today, the Middle East includes the countries Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Israel, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain, Cyprus, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, & Yemen.  
 
Though there are many different religions practiced in the region, 
most of the people who live in the Middle East are Muslim, meaning 
that they practice the religion called Islam, which was founded during 
the post-classical era. 



A. Arabian Desert on the Arabian Peninsula 
B. Nile River Valley 
C. Mesopotamia 
D. Mediterranean Sea 
E. Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Arabian Sea, and Indian Ocean 



Arabia, Birthplace of Islam 

• Peninsula & Desert 

• SW Asia; M.E. 

• Intersection of 3 
continents  

trade & cultural 
diffusion  

• rival tribes 

• polytheistic  

• Mecca 

Wealthiest oasis  

religious- Ka’aba 

 



Checkpoint 
What was Arabia like before Muhammad? 



 
Muhammad Discovers Islam The Message 

 • troubled by moral ills 

• 610, revelation 
spread g-d’s words 

became Islam 

• 622, Hijra  
Islam grows in 

Medina  

• 630, returns & 
conquers Mecca 
dedicates ka’aba to 

Allah  

unified Arabia w/ 
Islam  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egav1IFr5n0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=egav1IFr5n0


Checkpoint 
What was the context for the founding of 

Islam? 
How did Muhammad become the prophet of 

Islam? 

 



Teachings of Islam 
• Monotheism  

• Muhammad is 
last prophet 

• salvation 
through Five 
Pillars (code of 
conduct) 

• Quran in Arabic  

• Pray in 
Mosques led by 
Imams & 
shaykhs  

• Sharia laws 

• Jihad 

 

 

 ايلي

Daily Prayer 

Ramadan 

Alms 

Faith 

Travel 



Checkpoint 
What are the teachings and duties of 

Islam? 



Links to Judaism & Christianity 

• same God  

• roots to 
Abraham 
(Abrahamic 
Religions)  

• heaven, hell, & 
day of 
judgment 

• tolerant to 
Dhimmis  

 



What does this Qu’ran passage tell you 
about how Muslims view the teachings of 

the Hebrew prophets & Jesus? 



Islam & Women  
• spiritual equality  

• protected rights 
restricted in Arab 
society  

Inheritance 

Rejection of 
marriage 

Education 

• adopted practices 
of conquered 
societies  

 



 
Significance of Muhammad 

 
• unified hundreds of nomadic tribes in Arabia w/ different 

languages & polytheistic  
 

W/ the Quran 
 

    Written in a COMMON LANGUAGE (Arabic) 
+ 

     providing a COMMON RELIGION (Islam) 
= 

     He achieved Arabian UNITY. 



Checkpoint 
How does Islam help shape the way of 

life of its believers?  




