
Terms, People, and Places 

Charter: 
Capital: 
Partnership: 
Guild: 
Apprentice: 
Journeymen: 
Scholasticism:  
Thomas Aquinas: 
Vernacular: 
Gothic Architecture:  
Flying Buttresses: 
Illumination: 
 
 



• Summarize how new technologies sparked an 
agricultural revolution. 

• Explain how the revival of trade revolutionized 
commerce and led to the growth of towns. 

• Analyze the rise of the middle class and the 
rise of guilds. 

• Describe life in medieval towns and cities. 

Lesson Objectives 



 During the High Middle Ages (1000-1300s), 
advances in agriculture and commerce spurred 

an economic revival in Europe. Europe’s 
economy grew, towns and cities expanded, and 

a middle class arose. 

As economic and political conditions improved, 
Europeans made notable achievements in 

learning, literature, and the arts.  

 

 

Summary 
“Economic Recovery Sparks Change” 

“Learning and Culture Flourish” 







 

Aim #5: How were the High Middle 
Ages a time of great revival?  

 
 



• increased farmable lands  
new tools  

Three-field system 

• population explosion  

• Desire/need of goods & 
luxuries 

• Crusades sparked trade  

• Goods came to trade fairs  
became cities w/              

middle class  

protected interests                   
w/ charters 

Guilds  

 

 

Agricultural Revolution=Economic Revival  
1000 1300 

30 mil. 90 mil. 



Revival of Trade & Travel 

Trade Routes in Medieval Europe 1000-1300 
Trade routes expanded, leading to the exchange of goods such as silk, jewels, & spices 





Checkpoint 
How did an agricultural revolution lead 
to a  revival of trade & growth of cities? 



Guilds in Cities 

• trade & artisan associations 

ran city gov’t  

controlled goods & prices 

• new artisans-> 
apprenticeships 

mutual obligations 







Checkpoint 
 What was the role of guilds and why 
were guilds important in town life? 



A Commercial Revolution 
• As trade revived, more capital 

needed  

• modern business methods  
Partnerships (Joint-Stock 

Companies) 

Banks w/ Credit & Bill of 
Exchanges  

Insurance  

• Society changed 
New middle class 

 lords needed cash  

peasants become tenant 
farmers  

decline of manorialism 

 

 

Land Money 

Manorialism Capitalism  



 
Chapter 7; Section 4 

 

Graphic Summary: Changes during the High Middle Ages 

 

 
 
 

 
 

* The growth of towns and the agricultural revolution transformed the way that people lived. 

Agricultural Revolution  
Increase in food production leads to population growth. A large population needs more goods so trade increases. 

 

 

Commercial Revolution 
More trade requires new ways of doing business. Middle class of merchants, traders, and craftspeople grows. As centers of 

trade, towns and cities get bigger. 

 



At the same time, towns and cities grew.  
A merchant who set up a town got a charter. 









Checkpoint 
What were some changes of the 

commercial revolution? 



Medieval Cultural Achievements  
• due to stability & 

prosperity 

• Art & architecture glorified 
god  
Gothic style  

books w/ illuminations  

• revival of learning  
Literature in vernacular 

Scholasticism 

1st universities emerge 
train clergy 

included liberal arts 



Faith & Reason 

Maimonides  

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Averroes  




