
Do Now! 

• What do you see? 
• Which feature of civilization includes music? 
• What can we learn about early civilizations from musical instruments?  



Fertile Crescent: 

Mesopotamia: 

Sumer: 

The Epic of Gilgamesh: 

Hierarchy: 

Ziggurat:  

Cuneiform:  

Terms, People, and Places 



• Understand how geography influenced the development of 
civilization in the Fertile Crescent. 

• Outline the main features of Sumerian civilization. 

• Explain how the advances in learning made by the 
Sumerians left a lasting legacy for later peoples to build on.  

Lesson Objectives: 





Independent Sumerian city-states developed in Mesopotamia, 
an area of fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

Sumerians invented the earliest form of writing, known as 
cuneiform, and made great strides in mathematics and 

astronomy.  

 

Summary 
“City-States of Ancient Sumer” 



Aim #5: How did civilizations of the Ancient 
Near East develop? 



Geography Influences Fertile Crescent  

• Fertile Crescent 
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Developing Along the Rivers 
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Checkpoint 
What geographic characteristics made the Fertile Crescent a 

good place for civilization to develop? 
 



Sumer (3300BCE-2270 BCE) 
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     Babylonian Empire (1792-1750 BCE) 

•   
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

“If a man 
destroys the 

eye of another 
man, they 

shall destroy 
his eye 



        Code of Hammurabi 



Checkpoint 
What legacy did Sumer & Hammurabi leave behind? 




