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• Analyze the conditions under which the first cities and 
civilizations arose. 

• Outline the basic features that define a civilization. 

• Understand the ways in which civilizations have changed 
over time. 

Lesson Objectives: 





By about 5,000 years ago, the advances made by early farming 
communities led to the rise of civilizations. Historians define 8 basic 

features common to most early civilizations: (1) cities, (2) well-
organized central governments, (3) complex religions, (4) job 
specializations, (5) social classes, (6) pubic works, (7) arts and 

architecture, and (8) writing. Cities first rose in river valleys where 
conditions favored farming and a surplus of food could be grown.  

 

Summary 
“Beginnings of Civilizations”  



Aim #4: How did the world's first civilizations 
arise and develop? 
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How did conditions in river valleys favor the rise and 
development of the first civilizations? 

 

Checkpoint  

 



Basic Features That Define A Civilization 
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Features of A Civilization 
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What is it? 

 
 
Why does it 
have to be 
part of a 
civilization? 
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Job Specialization 
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Ancient Mesopotamian carving of a 
carpenter  



Social Classes 

•   
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Art & Architecture  
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Checkpoint  
What are the basic features that define civilization? 



Civilizations Change Over Time 
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Cities  

Conquests  

City-States  
Conquests  

Empires  



Checkpoint 
Due to what factors have civilizations changed over time? 






