
“The pope stands between god and man, lower 
than god but higher than men, who judges all and is 

judged by no one” 
 



Terms, People, and Places 
Sacrament: 
Salvation: 
Tithe:  
Heresy: 
Benedictine Rule: 
Secular: 
Papal Supremacy: 
Canon Law: 
Excommunication: 
Interdict: 
Monastery: 
Convent: 
 



• Explain how the Church shaped medieval life. 

• Understand monastic life and the influence of 
medieval monks and nuns. 

• Analyze how the power of the Church grew 
during the Middle Ages and how reformers 
worked for change in the Church. 

• Describe the situation of Jews in medieval 
Europe.  

Lesson Objectives 



The Church guided the spiritual lives of 
Christians and played a vital role in medieval life. 
In time, it grew into a secular power becoming 
the most powerful political force in Medieval 

Europe.  

 

Summary 
“The Medieval Church ” 







 

Aim #3: How did the Roman 
Catholic Church play a vital role in 

medieval life?  
 



Spread of Christianity in Europe 1050 



The Medieval Church 
•   

 

•   

  

•    

 

•   

 

•   

  

•   



Church Hierarchy 

• Pope in Rome 

 

• Archbishops (regions) 

 

• Bishops (major cities) 

 

• Priests (manors & villages) 

 
 

Rep of Jesus on earth  



 
 Spiritual Role/Everyday Life 

 •   

  

 

  

  

   

•   

 

•   

 



Checkpoint 
 How did the Church shape everyday 

medieval life? 



Secular Role- Economic & Political Power 
•   

•   

•   

  

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   



 
Church Power Reaches Its Height 

 • 1200s, 
peak 
political 
power 

• Pope 
Innocent III 
feuds w/ 
many & 
wins! 
King John 

of England 
King Philip 

II of France  
 
 
 



Checkpoint 
How did the power of the Church grow 

during the Middle Ages? 



 
Corruption & Reform 

 •   

 

•   

 

•   

 

  

 

  



Checkpoint 
 How did reformers work for change in 

the Church? 



Monks & Nuns 
•   

•   

 

•   

  

•   

•   

•   

 



Checkpoint 
How did the Monks and nuns help build 

Christian civilization in Europe? 



Women & the Church 
•   

 

 

•   

  

 

  

•   

  



Jews in Medieval Europe 
•    

•   

•   

  

  

  

 

 

•   

Blood Libel 



Blood Libel  



Checkpoint 
How were Jews & women treated in 

Medieval Christian Europe? 



Chapter 7; Section 3 

 

Graphic Summary: The Medieval Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Church had both spiritual and secular power. 

Everyday Life 
 

 Christians attend 
village churches. 

 

 Some priests run 
schools in village 
churches. 

 

 All Christians pay 
taxes to the Church.  

 

Nuns and Monks 

 

 Some set up 
housing, hospitals, 
and schools for the 
sick and poor. 

 

 Some become 
missionaries. 

 

 Some preserve 
learning. 

Power of Church 

 

 Pope leads Roman 
Catholic Church. 

 

 Church has its own 
laws and courts. 

 

 Church 
excommunicates 
those who do not 
obey rules. 

Reform 

 

 Church becomes rich 
and powerful. 

 

 Some clergy become 
corrupt. 

 

 Reformers try to 
make changes.  




