
What is a revolution? 

Can you think of a revolution happening 
right now in your lifetime. 

How is it changing the world and your 
way of life? 

Do Now! 





 
 
 
 

• Old Stone Age: The era of prehistory that lasted from 2 million B.C. to about 9000 B.C. 

• Paleolithic Period: Same as Old Stone Age 

• New Stone Age: Same as Neolithic Period 

• Neolithic Period: The final era of prehistory, which began about 9000 B.C., also called the New Stone Age 

• Nomad: A person who moves from place to place in search of food 

• Animism: The belief that spirits and forces live within animals, objects, or dreams 

• Neolithic Revolution: The period of time during which the introduction of agriculture led people to transition from nomadic 
life to settled life 

• Domesticate: To tame animals and adapt crops so they are best suited to use by humans 

• Technology:  

• Çatalhüyük – an early Neolithic village (around 7000 B.C.) unearthed in modern-day Turkey 

• Jericho – walled Neolithic village (around 10,000–9000 B.C.) which exists today as an  
Israeli-controlled city 

 

 

Terms, People, and Places 



• Describe the skills and beliefs that early modern humans developed 
during the Old Stone Age. 

• Analyze why the beginning of farming is considered the start of the 
New Stone Age and the Neolithic Revolution. 

• Explain how the Neolithic Revolution dramatically changed the way 
people lived. 

Lesson Objectives: 







Summary 
“The Neolithic Revolution” 

 

People made tools, learned to build fires, and developed spoken 
languages during the Paleolithic Period, or Old Stone Age. 

During the Neolithic Period, or New Stone Age, people learned to farm, 
dramatically transforming the way they lived. This change from a 

nomadic way of life to farming led to the emergence of civilizations. 

 



Aim #3: How was the introduction of agriculture a 
turning point in prehistory?  



Old Stone (Paleolithic) Age (35000-8000 BCE) 
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Checkpoint 
 
 

What skills did Old Stone Age people develop in order 
to adapt their surroundings to meet their needs? 

 



New Stone (Neolithic) Age (8000-4000 BCE) 

•   
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• Effects  
  
  
 
   

 



Farming began at roughly the same time in different 
areas, but different plants & animals were domesticated 

in each region 

Western Asia  

sheep, goats, 
pigs, & cattle 

West Africa 

yams 

Southeast Asia 

yams 

Central America 
squash 

South America 

llamas and 
alpacas 

China 

millet & rice 

Middle East  
barley, 

chickpeas, 
peas, lentils, 

& wheat 



       Checkpoint 
How did the Neolithic Revolution dramatically change 

the way people lived? 

What major lifestyle change did farming allow people 
to make? 

 



Earliest Villages Established 

• Jericho, which still exists as a city 
today, was a large, walled village 
built between 10,000 B.C.E & 9000 
B.C.E 

• Several thousand people lived in an 
area only a few soccer fields in size. 

•A surrounding wall suggests there 
was a government or leader able to 
organize a large construction project. 

 



• Çatalhüyük, an early 
Neolithic village in 
modern-day Turkey, may 
have  
had 6,500 inhabitants 
living in rectangular mud-
brick homes.  

 







Neolithic Revolution 



Old Stone Age or Paleolithic Period (2,500,000 B.C.) 
•Very Small population 

•Nomads 

•Hunters and gatherers 

•Simple tools and weapons 

•First spoken languages 

•Discovery of fire 

•Cave paintings 

•Belief in afterlife 

•Women important 

 

New Stone Age or Neolithic Period (10,000 B.C.) 
•Increasing population  

•Villages 

•Farmers 

•Domestic animals 

•Calendars and technology 

•Personal possessions 

•Village headman and council of leaders 

•Women less important 

Graphic Summary: The First People 
 

  
People of the Old Stone Age and the New Stone Age made many important discoveries. 



 Graphic Summary: Changes Brought by Farming  
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