
In the year 2450, a major storm hit the entire world causing major flooding and 
damage to the world’s electric supply. Electricity ceased to exist. The storm 
killed billions and destroyed most civilizations.  

You’re an archaeologist in the year 3050 and you’ve just discovered an artifact 
(penny) in the region of North America. 

Write a history! Examine the artifact: What are some characteristics of this 
object? Make conclusions as to how this object might have been used and by 
whom? What does the object reveal to you about the culture of the people 
who made it and used it? Think about What? Who? Where? When? How? 

Do Now! 



If you don’t leave anything behind… it’s as if you’ve 
never existed! 

 



 
 
 
 • Prehistory: The period of time before writing was invented 

• Historian: A person who studies how people lived in the past 

• Artifact: An object made by human beings 

• Anthropology: The Study of the origins and development of people and their societies  

• Culture: The way of life of a society (the knowledge, beliefs, customs, and values of a group of 
people), which is handed down from one generation to the next by learning & experience 

• Archaeology: The study of people and cultures through their material remains 

• Economist: 

• Technology: The skills and tools people use to meet their basic needs 

• Primary Source: 

• Secondary Source: 

• Bias:  

Terms, People, and Places 



• Learn how historians study the historical past 

• Find out how archeologists and other scientists contribute to our 
knowledge of history  

• Understand how discoveries in Africa and beyond have influenced 
anthropologists’ views  about early humans and their ancestors 

Lesson Objectives: 







Summary 
“The Study of History” 

Archeologists, historians, and other scholars are learning about our 
ancient human past through careful research. When the evidence 

they find is gathered, pieced together and interpreted, a fascinating 
story of the emergence of civilization unfolds. Archaeologists analyze 
artifacts to trace how early people developed new technologies and 
ways of life. Historians also study how people lived in the past, but 
they rely more heavily on written evidence to interpret past events. 
Geographers use the themes of location, place, human environment 

interaction, movement, and region to explain the impact of 
geography on the human story.  



Aim #2: How do social scientists study history? 



Anthropologists/Archaeologists Study the Past 
•   
   

  
  

 



Archaeologists use two methods to determine the 
age of artifacts. 



Historians Study the Past 
•   
  

•   
  

•   
  

  

  

•   

   

•   







Sources: Primary & Secondary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqXHO7bTPnw 

 

•   
 
•   
• Examples: 

Journals 
Diaries 
Letters 
Transcripts 
Legislation 
Carvings on Walls 
Ancient Scrolls 
Speeches 
Photographs/Art/film footages 
Poems 
Artifacts  

 

•   

 

•   

•   

• Examples: 
History textbooks 

Encyclopedias 

Biographies 

Reference books 

Journal articles 

 
 *Sources Can Be Misleading- Bias 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqXHO7bTPnw


Historian Evaluate Evidence  



Checkpoint 
How do historians & archeologists study the past? 



•   
  

 

  

•   
  

 

 

•   
  

 

Other Contributors of Social Studies  



Geographer  

Historian  

Political 
Sceintist 

Anthropologist   

Economist  



 
Graphic Summary: Learning About the Past 
          ARCHAEOLOGY                 HISTORY                  GEOGRAPHY 

What is it? Study of early people by  
examining things they left  behind 

Study of what happened and  
how people lived in the past 

Study of Earth, its people and its 
Resources 

Who does it? Archaeologists Historian Geographer 

What do they do? Study artifacts, such as 
 tools, weapons clothing, pottery 

Study artifacts, especially  
Written documents 

Study where people lived and why  
they lived there 

Why do they do it? To learn about the  
beliefs and activities of a  
group of people 

To learn how events  
happened 

To learn how places affect the way 
people live and how people  
move from place to place 

Archaeologists, geographers, and historians all contribute to our knowledge of the past. 



       Checkpoint 
How do other social scientists contribute to the knowledge of 

history? 




