
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Mini Lecture 
 Bias is very common in history, as well as in 

current news reporting. 

 As critical thinkers, we must train ourselves not to 

simply accept what’s being told to us as facts, but 

to question what’s being told to us. Who is telling 

it, and what their motives are. 

 We must think about where we get out information 

from, and how do we know that that information is 

accurate. 

 There are 3 different types of bias  

o Explicit Bias 

o Implicit Bias 

o Confirmation Bias  

Aim #2b: How can we overcome bias? 

Uncovering Bias 

   

Resources/Documents: 

 Michael Brown Case  

 Headlines- Bias Vs. Israel  

 Newsday: Singapore Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

NYS SS Framework: Historical Thinking  

 



MY NOTES 
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How do historians determine if a source is reliable? 

 
Vocabulary  

bias: a strong opinion that is based more on emotion than in evidence 

limitation: something that prevents a source from being reliable 

reliability: the usefulness of information in a source for a given purpose 

 
Lunchroom Fight; Directions: Read each of the responses from students below and write why you think 

the principal found the response unreliable for his purpose. 

 
The principal interviewed many students about the lunchroom fight. He asked each one,  

What happened during the fight? 
Below are three responses that the principal determined were unreliable for his purpose to determine who 

caused the fight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student’s response to the question, “What happened 

during the fight?” 

Why do you think the principal found this response 

unreliable for his purpose? 

Sam: “Justin started it, but Max totally won, he’s the 

coolest! Justin is a jerk who never stops picking on me in 

Math, but Max is one of the greatest guys in school and my 

best friend!“ 

 

Reggie: “The fish sticks were great! What do you think 

they put in that tartar sauce? It’s got to be addictive.” 

 

Harper: “I don’t know, I wasn’t in lunch...Err...I wasn’t 

skipping either. I couldn’t see what was happening from 

my table, but I could see that Justin wasn’t holding back.” 

 



Point of View vs. Bias 

 

bias a strong and one-sided opinion that is based more on emotion than in evidence 

 

Every source has a point of view, but when that point of view is expressed through a strong and one-sided 

opinion, it is called bias. Bias can limit the usefulness of a source, depending on the reader’s purpose for 

reading.  

 

Bias is usually expressed in the following ways: 

✓ “loaded” language that is overwhelmingly positive or negative 

 

✓ author intentionally adds and emphasizes or leaves out information to support their opinion 

 

✓ 
language that is offensive based on gender, race, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnicity, or other 

characteristics 

 
Directions: Examine the two responses below and answer the questions about each one. 

 

Account 

Is this 

source 

biased? 

If this source is biased, what 

evidence do you see of the 

bias? If not, why do you think 

the source is not biased? 

Sam: “Justin started it, but Max totally won, he’s the 

coolest! Justin is a jerk who never stops picking on me in 

Math, but Max is one of the greatest guys in school and 

my best friend!“ 

Yes No 

 

Anthony: “I was pretty far back in the line, but Max and 

his friends were being kind of loud and joking around. I 

couldn’t really hear what they were saying. And then all 

of a sudden I saw people pulling Justin and Max apart." 

Yes No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reliability 

Usefulness and Limitations Depend on an Author’s Purpose and Intended Audience 

An author’s purpose and intended audience of a source can make it useful or limit its reliable for a historian. 

 
If a historian 150 years from now wrote a book about the president, they might evaluate the following source in this way... 

 

Type of 

Source 

Author’s 

Purpose 

Intended 

Audience 

Could be useful for a 

historian whose purpose 

is to... 

Limitations 

President’s 

Speech 

To convince 

their audience 

of something 

Whomever 

they are 

speaking to- 

usually people 

who agree with 

them 

Find out the speaker’s 

point of view on an issue 

Information could be added 

or left out to make 

argument more convincing 

 

Could use biased language 

President’s 

Diary Entry 

Reflection 

 

The author Get an eyewitness account 

of an event 

 

Find out how the 

president felt about an 

event 

Leaves out other 

perspectives on an event 

 

President will probably 

write about themselves in a 

positively, so they will 

leave out some details and 

include others 

Autobiogra

phy Written 

Two Years 

After They 

Left Office 

To tell their 

side of a story 

 

To document 

an event for 

the future 

Whomever 

reads the book 

Get an eyewitness account 

of an event 

 

Find out how someone 

felt about an event 

Leaves out other 

perspectives on an event 

 

Author will probably write 

positively about their 

involvement in an event, so 

they will leave out some 

details and include others 

 

Practice 
Imagine a historian 150 years in the future writes a book about you. How would they fill in the chart about 

the sources listed below that you created? 

➡ Directions: Choose TWO of the following sources, then fill out the chart below as a future historian 

researching your life. Source options: The Last Text Message Conversation You Had, Your Last Social 

Media Post, The Last Classwork You Completed, or The Last Note You Wrote, or the Last Drawing You 

Created. 

Type of 

Source 

Author’s 

Purpose 

Intended 

Audience 

Could be useful for a historian whose 

purpose is to... 

Limitations 

     

     



Michael Brown Case 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do Now! 

Fergusson…You’re the editor, which photo would you run on the front page? Why?  



Bias vs. Israel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips for News Accuracy & Detecting Bias 

• Acknowledge it is a confusing environment w/ a lot of information 

• Ask Questions about the source 

 Become a critical reader  
 Who is the author? 

• Understand manipulation 

 the more something evokes an emotional reaction, the more you should be skeptical 
 Key words to look out for “I think, I feel angry, extraordinary” 

• Research other sources’ take 



Follow Up 

 

 

• Think about iconic images from historical or more recent events and reflect on the 

lasting impact of these images.  

• What roles have these images played in the legacy of the events?  

• How do they affect how you think and feel about these events? 

• Research a recent event from 2 different sources & analyze the way each source 

covers that same story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


