
Do you a have a relationship with 
someone that includes mutual 
obligations? How does it work? 



Terms, People, and Places 

Feudalism: 

Manorialism:  

Vassals: 

Feudal Contract: 

Knight: 

Chivalry: 

Manor: 

Serf: 

Fief: 

 



• Explain how feudalism shaped medieval society. 

• Describe the life of knights and nobles. 

• Analyze how the economic system of the manor 
worked and how it affected nobles and peasants. 

Lesson Objectives 



 Feudalism, a new political and social system based 
on mutual obligations among lords and vassals, 

gave a strict order to medieval society. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB4NVklyf4 

 

Summary 
“Feudalism and the Manor Economy” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB4NVklyf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB4NVklyf4






 

Aim #2: How did feudalism and 
manorialism shape medieval life? 

 

Politically 
 
 
 

Feudalism  

Economically  
 
 
 

Manorialsim  



      Feudalism Develops 
• invasions= monarchs 

too weak 
No order or  protection 

• decentralized system of 
gov’t 
Feudal Contract, 

exchange of pledges bet. 
lords & vassals 

Land/fief for loyalty & 
military service 

• rigid hierarchal society 
• Land is power! 
• warfare common 
knights 

 







Checkpoint 
Why & How did feudalism develop? 



Knights  
• honorable & 

respected  

• adopted Chivalry 

code of conduct 

brave, loyal, honest 

protect women 

 



Medieval Knight Attire & Weaponry 



The Met 





Castles  
• fortresses  

• War won by 
conquest of 
rival’s castle 





Feudal Warfare  
Catapult  

Siege Tower   

Battering Rams   



English Castle  



Checkpoint 
What was feudal life like for knights? 



Role of Noblewomen 

• active roles 

ran lord’s estate  

some fought & in politics 

• expected  

bear kids 

obedient  

 

Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204) 
Politically active, went on crusade, & 

ruled England for her son- Richard 



Checkpoint 
What role did women play in medieval 

society? 



Manorialism  
• heart of 

medieval 
economy  

• self-sufficient 
estate 
no trade 

• Included 1/more 
villages 

• Mutual 
obligations 

• Helped organize 
lord’s fiefs 
supporting 

feudalism  

 



• bet. 
peasants/Serfs 
& lord 

Serfs can’t 
leave or forced 
off manor 

guaranteeing 
food & shelter 

Mutual Obligations 





Medieval Manor 



Harsh Life for Peasants  

 



• long hours of back-
breaking labor 

• lived in crowded huts 
w/ livestock 

• simple diet  

• Hunger & disease 
common  

Harsh Life for Peasants  



• Accepted harsh life as 
god’s plan 

• Celebrations w/   
feasts & dance 

Harsh Life for Peasants  



Checkpoint 
How did the economic system of the 

manor economy work? 






