Terms, People, and Places

Feudalism:
Manorialism:
Vassals:

Feudal Contract:
Knight:

Chivalry:

Manor:

Serf:

Fief:



Lesson Objectives

* Explain how feudalism shaped medieval society.
* Describe the life of knights and nobles.

* Analyze how the economic system of the manor
worked and how it affected nobles and peasants.



Summary
“Feudalism and the Manor Economy”

Feudalism, a new political and social system based
on mutual obligations among lords and vassals,
gave a strict order to medieval society.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00B4NVklyf4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB4NVklyf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoB4NVklyf4
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Focus Question: How did feudalism and the manor economy emerge
and shape medieval life?

As you read this section in your fexthoak, use the flowchart below bo identify the main
iteas for ench red heading. Cwne main iden hes been entered for you.

|
The Mamor
|

Knights and Nobles
|

Feudalism and the Manor Economy
|
The Wordd of

Feudalism

system in which powerful
lords divided their land

among lesser lords. In

pledged service and lovalty

1o the gredter kord,

exchange, the lesser lords

Feudalism was a political
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7 Section Summary

Medieval society was a web of dulies. Even kings and nobles
exchanged vows of service and lovalty. These vows were part
of a new political and legal system, called feudalism. This sys-
tem was the basis of life during the Middle Ages.

Feudalism was a system of rule made up of lords and lower
lords, called vassals. They exchanged vows called the feudal
contract. This contract gave the lords the right to expect mili-
tary service, payments, and loyalty from their vassals. In
return, the lords promised to gl\e ‘their vassals protection and
fiefs, or estates. Many of these nobles lived in fortress-like
homes called castles.

All aristocrats had a place in this structured society, For
nobles, war was a way of life. Many trained from boyhood to
become knights. The:, leamned to ride horseback, fight, and
care for weapons. They practiced fighting in pretend battles
called tournaments. Noblewomen, too, shared in the warrior
society. Ladies took over estates while their lords were at war
and might even be in charge of defending their lands.

In the Middle Ages, knights had to follow a code of ideal
conduct called chivalry. It required knights to be brave, loyal,
and honest. Troubadours, or wandering musicians, often sang
about knights and their ladies.

The manar, or lord's estate, was the basis of the feudal
economy. Everything that people needed was grown or made
on the manor. Most peasants on manors were serfs, workers
tied to the land. Serfs were not slaves, but they could not leave
the manor without permission. They had to work the lord's
lands several days a week, pay certain fees, and ask permission
to marry. In return, they were allowed to farm several acres for
themselves and received protection during war. Their work
was hard. Hunger and disease were common. Yet, they found
times to celebrate, including Christmas and Easter.

Review Questions

1. What was one promise vassals made to their lords in the
feudal contract?

1. How was the manor the basis of the feudal economy?
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READING CHECK

Wiéhat ws the code of ideal con-
duct that knights had 1o ol ew?

VOCABULARY STRATEGY

Find the word srigfocralsin the
underlined sentence. What does
aristocrats mean? Reread the
paragraph. Whal group af peo-
ple i being discussed? Are
these peoge serfs or nobles?
s these clues o help you fig-
it gut whit arigloerats means,

READING SKILL

Identity Msin Ideas Write 2 sen-
tence on e Bnes below thal
idaifies she main idea of s
Summary. Be sure 1o include the
wed feudlamin yuur semence.



Aim #2: How did feudalism and
manorialism shape medieval life?

Politicall Economically

Feudalism Manorialsim




Feudalism Develops
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THE NATURE OF FEUDALISM

THE NOBLE
(VASSAL)
LORD
PROMISE LOYALTY GIVES LAND TO
AND MILITAR THE NOBLE
ASSISTANCE

* Everyone w/ defined place by birth

* rigid society & no social mobility




How Feudalism Works
KING

Provides money, army on demand
Bestows land on his many Nobles

4 nNesmaTy ¥

Provides miltary ssrvice Bestows land on
and protection on demand hiz many Knights

A KNIGHTS ¥

Provides miltary ssrvice Bestowe land on
and food on dem and his many Yassals

w VASSALS <4
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N4 Checkpoint
Why & How did feudalism develop?



vV V V

he

Go live one's [ ife so that it is worthy of respect apﬁ fonor by

Code of i?)‘hwp[ry

Never attack an unarmed foe
Never charge an unhomed}éosmn.
Never attack from behind,
Avoid cheating. /

/

Avoid torture,

(bl self discipli

Obey the Jaw.
\dmi!lku'r

P\mpcct yﬁmm

k‘xﬁbﬂ’courugc in word and deed,

abandon a friiend, ally, or nob(c cause,

,q'\\-a\ls Keep one’s word,

Afways maintain one’s principles,

Never betray a confidence or comrade.
Avoid deception.

Respect fife.

]

Exhibit manners.

(Be pofite and aftentive.

Be respectful of fost, authority, and women,

Do (3od. Soverign, Country, and the Code of Chivafry.

) |
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Castles & Defense

Inner Walls
Watch Towers

Limited Entry
Points

High Hard
Walls

Guards Check
Identity




CASTLE TRAPS ~wesomeremumssmo
g DEFENSES _WTHSTAND AMMLATON

TROU DE LOUP ARROWSLITS

Pit with sharp stake — )_\I ¢/ L \I r TR Slit in wall for archers,
defensive obstacle or L J/ providing protection from

covered to serve as ﬁ}ﬁJ : A P attackers while they fired
booby trap | \; 2 é J
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Sloped base of a defense

BE NT ENT RA NGE 5 7 :\:‘aell\;:‘elpt invaders far from
Narrow gateway with P o T
sharp turn—designed to e [

slow attackers

MURDER HOLE

Hole in ceiling for rocks,
scalding water or tar to
thrown on attackers

SPIRAL STAIRCASE

Usually spiraled clockwise going
up—put right-handed attackers M UAT
e atadisadvantage e Deep trough, often full
% of water, served as
ot a first line of defense
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Feudal Warfare
Catapult

Siege Tower

Battering Rams
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%é Checkpoint
What was feudal life like for knights?
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Role of Noblewomen

Eleanor of Aquitaine (1122-1204)
Politically active, went on crusade, &
ruled England for her son- Richard



%é Checkpoint

What role did women play in medieval
society?



Manors Support Feudalism

History:» Depth

The Medieval Manor

The medieval manor varied in size. The
illustration to the right is a plan of a typical
English manor.
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) Manor House __—i—[_
The dwelling place of the lord and his = ’ ’
family and their servants 5&”/1 |

€) Village Church
Site of both religious services and
public meetings

€) Peasant Cottages
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©) Peasant Crofts
Gardens that belonged to the peasants

0 il

Water-powered mill for grinding grain

©) Common Pasture
Common area for grazing animals

() Woodland
Forests provided wood for fuel.




Mutual Obligations




Medieval Manor
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Vineyard
[ J-Lord's demesne (1/6to 1/3
e e of cultivated land)
°..'. -.f“”‘ [ O] Peasants’ strps
) I Average peasant’s holdings

; The manor, the self-contained economic unit of early medieval
' life, operated on a system of reciprocal rights and obligations
® based on custom. In return for protection, strips of arable land,
B and the right to use the nonarable common land, the peasant
paid dues and worked on the lord’s demesne. Under the three-field
system, one-third of the land lay fallow so that intensive cultiva-

tion did not exhaust the soil.
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%é Checkpoint

How did the economic system of the
manor economy work?



Feudalism and the Manor Economy

I

Feudalism

The World of Knights and Nobles
I

The Manor

|

|

Feucalism was a political system
inwhich powerful lords divided
their land among lesser lords, In
exchange, the lesser lords
pledged service and loyatty to the
(reater lora.

Warfare was a way of [ifg, as
nobles battled for power.
Noblewomen supervised estates.
Knights practiced chivalry,
protecting the weak,

The lora's estate Included one or
more villages, the surrounding
ands, and the peasants who
[ved there. The manor was the
neart of the feudal economy.




EXIT CARD
Please jot down whal, you
] have gotten from today's
lesson and what you still
have questions on.




