
• James I  
• dissenters  
• Puritans  
• Charles I  
• Petition of Right 
• Oliver Cromwell  
• Commonwealth 
• The Restoration 
• The Glorious Revolution 
• English Bill of Rights  
• limited monarchy  
• constitutional government  
• cabinet  

 

Terms, People, and Places 



Summary 
“Reaction to Absolutism in England” 

Despite efforts at absolutism by several English 
monarchs, Parliament successfully asserted 
itself against royal power. After the Puritan 

Revolution and the Glorious Revolution of the 
mid-1600s, the English Bill of Rights was 
passed, establishing England as a limited 

(constitutional) monarchy.  

 



Lesson Objectives: 

• Describe the Tudor monarchs’ relations with 
Parliament. 

• Analyze how clashes between the Stuarts and 
Parliament ushered in a century of revolution. 

• Understand how the English Civil War and the 
development of the Commonwealth led to the 
Glorious Revolution. 

• Explain the development of English constitutional 
government. 



 

Aim #26: How did England embark on 
the road to Constitutional Monarchy? 

 



England  

• 450-1066: Anglo-Saxons 

• 1066: Norman Invasion (William the Conqueror) 

• 1215: Magna Carta  

• 1295: Parliament Emerges 

• 1600s: Puritan Rev. & Glorious Rev. (Bill of Rights) 

 

Limited-Constitutional Monarchy  



Puritan 
Rev.  

Glorious 
Rev. 



Tudors & Parliament  

•   

 



Stuarts & Parliament 

•   

•   

•   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

James I (r. 1603-1625) 

Kings are 
justly 

called gods 

Charles I (r. 1625-1649) 



Monarchy vs. Parliament 

“Kings are 
called gods 

because they 
sit upon god’s 

throne on 
earth.” 

- King James 
(1603) 

“1. that… suspending 
of law.. by regal 

authority, without 
consent of Parliament 

is illegal. 
4. that levying money 
for or to the use of the 
crown… without grant 

of Parliament.. is 
illegal” 

-English Bill of Rights 
(1689) 

Vs.  



Petition of Right 1628 





Execution of Charles I, January 1649 



Cromwell & Puritan Commonwealth 

•   

•    

 

•   



Puritans gained a voice in the society of the 
Commonwealth. 

Their goal was to root out godlessness.  

Sunday was set aside for 
religious observance,  

and anyone caught at other 
tasks could be fined. 

All theaters and many taverns 
were closed. 

Education for all people was 
encouraged. 

Marriage based on love and 
fidelity was also encouraged. 

Puritans: A Sobering Influence 



Checkpoint 
How did clashes between the Stuarts and 

Parliament ushered in a century of revolution? 
 



•   

 

  

•   

  

 

•    

  

  

  

  

 

The Restoration & Glorious Revolution 





Checkpoint 
How did the English Civil War and the 

development of the Commonwealth lead to 
the Glorious Revolution? 

 



During the next century, Britain evolved a 
constitutional government in which the government’s 

power is limited by law. 

English rulers had to govern in partnership with 
Parliament, which was quite radical at the time. 

Thus, the Glorious Revolution created a  
limited monarchy. 

A Limited Monarchy 



Checkpoint 
Explain the development of English 

constitutional government. 
 



Graphic Summary: Revolution in England 
• 1603 - Stuart dynasty takes power in England; James I 

becomes king 
• 1625 - Charles I becomes king 
• 1628 - Charles I abolishes Parliament 
• 1642 - English Civil War takes place (1642-1649) 
• 1649 - English execute Charles I 
• 1660 - English restore the monarchy (Restoration)  
• 1688 - In Glorious Revolution, William and Mary become      

king & queen 
• 1685 - James II becomes king 
• 1689 - English Bill of Rights is passed 
 
 
 

*In the age of absolute monarchy, England developed a limited monarchy 



England Divided Timeline 

Tudors (1485-1603): Work well with Parliament 

 

Stuart King James I (1603-1625): Clashes with Parliament 

 

Stuart King Charles I (1625-1649): Dissolves Parliament (Parliament writes up the Petition of Right) 

 

The Long Parliament Meets (1640-1653): Charles is forced to call Parliament and they work to expand their 
powers 

 

The English Civil War (1642-1649): Parliament’s Roundheads vs. Charles I’s Cavaliers; Roundheads win and 
execute Charles I 

 

The English Commonwealth (1649-1660): Abolished Monarchy and ruled as a commonwealth; problems 
arise and people begin to favor a return of a Monarchy 

 

The Monarchy is Restored (1660-1685): Charles II works with Parliament at first but then dissolved it in 
1678; James II clashes with Parliament and is forced to flee in 1688. 

 

The Glorious Revolution Assures Parliament’s Power (1688): William & Mary become limited 
Monarchs under Parliament’s domination  

 
 






