
• Absolutism 

• Divine Right 

• Edict of Nantes 

• intendants 

• Palace of Versailles  

• courtier 

• Louis XIV 

• Peter the Great 

• “Westernization” 

• Boyars  

Terms, People, and Places 



• How did Phillip II extend Spain’s power and 
help establish a golden age? 

• How did France become the leading power of 
Europe under the absolute rule of Louis XIV? 

• How did Peter the Great and Catherine the 
Great extend Russia’s power? 

Lesson Objectives: 



Summary 
“The Age of Absolutism” 

In the 1500s and 1600s, several rulers in Europe 
sought to centralize their political power. 

Claiming divine right, or authority from G-d, 
leaders such as Phillip II in Spain, Louis XIV in 
France, and Peter the Great in Russia gained 
complete authority over their governments 

and their subjects. This trend led to 
absolutism, in which autocratic rulers had 

complete authority over the government and 
the lives of the people in their nation.  

 







 

Aim #25: How did absolute monarchs 
centralize power in Europe?  
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Why Absolutism? 

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

absolute 
ruler  

= stability 
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Checkpoint 
What are the basic characteristics of 

Absolutism & why were Europeans for it? 



Louis XIV of France  
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r. 1643-1715 

“just as the sun 
stands at the 
center of the solar 
system, so the 
Sun King stands at 
the center of the 
nation” 



Palace of Versailles  
• 8 millions 

square meters 

• worth $50-$300 
billion 

• 700 rooms 

• 5,000 pieces of 
antique 
furniture  

• 6,000 notable 
paintings, w/ 
400 sculptures 

• 1,400 fountains 







Checkpoint 
How did France become the leading power of 
Europe under the absolute rule of Louis XIV? 

 



Peter the Great in Russia 
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(r. 1682-1725) 



“Winter Palace” 



Checkpoint 
How did Peter the Great use absolutism 

to transform Russia? 




