
• Cartographer: 
• Astrolabe: 
• Caravel: 
• Line of Demarcation: 
• Treaty of Tordesillas: 
• Circumnavigate: 
• Henry the Navigator 
• Bartholomeu Dias 
• Vasco da Gama  
• Christopher Columbus 
• Ferdinand Magellan 

Terms, People, and Places 



• Explain the motivations for exploring the seas. 

• Summarize some early explorations discovered by 
the Portuguese and Spanish. 

• Describe European searches for a direct route to 
Asia.  

Lesson Objectives: 





Summary 
“The Age of Exploration Begins” 

Beginning in the late 1400s, European nations 
explored the seas beyond Europe, hunting for an 
all-water route to Asia. They did not find it, but 

they did encounter two previously unknown 
continents—the Americas. They also built great 
trading empires in Asia. With their travels and 

trade, Europeans ushered in the first global age, 
bringing together people and civilizations from 
around the world. Improvements in technology 

helped European explorers navigate the vast 
oceans of the world. 

 



 
Aim #22: How and why did Europeans 

begin the voyages of exploration? 
 



    Why explore? 
•   

 

  

•   

 

•   

Ottoman  



Checkpoint 
What were the motivations for exploring 

the seas? 



         Advances in Technology 

•   

•   

•   

  

•   

 





Checkpoint 
What types of technology allowed 

European to explore? 



Portugal Leads the Way 

•   

 

  

•   

  

  

  



Spain Follows…  
•   

  

•   

  

  

1451-1506 



World Map Today  



First Global Age 



Dividing Globe in Half  

•   

  

•   



Naming the New World 

•   

 

•   



Direct Route  
•    

 

   

 

  



Explorers Chart 



Explorers Map 



Checkpoint 
What were the early explorations?  


