
Etruscans: 
Republic: 
Patrician: 
Senate: 
Consul: 
Dictator: 
Plebian: 
Tribune:  
Veto:  
Legion: 
The Twelve Tables: 

Terms, People, and Places 



• Describe the physical and cultural settings in 
which Roman civilization arose 

• Outline how the Roman republic was 
structured and governed 

• Understand the rights and religious practices 
that characterized Roman society 

• Explain how the Roman republic grew and 
maintained it conquests 

Lesson Objectives 



Rome expanded across the Mediterranean to 
build a huge, diverse empire. In the process, it 

spread the civilizations of Greece, Egypt, and the 
Fertile Crescent westward into Europe. After the 
Romans threw out their Etruscan king, they set 

up a republic. Eventually, commoners were 
allowed to be elected to the Roman senate.  

 

Summary 
“The Roman World Takes Shape” 





 

Aim #18: How did the Roman Republic 
develop?  
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•   

 
   
 
   
 
 

•   
 
•   

 
•   

 
   



Origins of Rome: Early Settlement 
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Checkpoint 
How did geography influence the 
origins and expansion of Rome? 



What values are embedded in this 
system of government? 

What form of government do we have 
in the United States?  



Romans Establish Republic (509-27 BCE) 
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Direct Democracy VS. Republic 



Republic: Rome & U.S. 



Structure of Roman Republic 
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Roman Law- Twelve Tables  

Earliest written form of Roman law. Before their publication, judgments of the courts were based on 
unwritten custom. Until the Plebeians demanded a written law code, a small group of Patrician 
scholars were the only people who had exact knowledge of these customs. The code was probably 
engraved on bronze tablets. It described in clear, simple, and exact language, the rights and duties of 
citizens. Although the Laws of the Twelve Tables were a step toward the rule of law, it was a harsh 
code that maintained class divisions by banning marriage between patricians and plebeians. The code 
also gave fathers the legal right to whip, imprison, sell, or kill their children. 



Government of Roman Republic 



 
 

Graphic Summary: The Early Republic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Romans want to prevent one person from 
gaining too much power. 

2. Romans set up republic in 509 B.C. 

3. All government officials are patricians. 
Plebeians have little power. 

4. Plebeians demanded written laws. Plebeians 
win right to choose their own officials. Plebeian 
officials have right to veto laws that harm them. 
Plebeians can hold any office in the government. 

5. More than 2,000 years later, writers of the 
U.S. Constitution use Roman ideas about 
government.  

Romans created a 
republican for of 
government between 
509 B.C. and 133 B.C. 



Checkpoint 
How was the Roman republic structured 

& governed? 



Roman Society 
• patriarchal by law 

• Role of Women:  

ideal woman is loving, obedient, honorable, & strong 

own property 

own businesses 

• Education 

All boys & girls learned to read & write 

Rich had tutors  

history & rhetoric 

 

 



Roman Mythology & Religion 

• Polytheistic 

• Mythology 
very similar 
to Greeks’ 



Checkpoint 
What rights & religious practices 

characterized Roman society? 



Roman Republic Grows 
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Checkpoint 
How did the Roman republic grow & 

maintain its conquests?  




