
Terms, People, and Places 

Feudalism: 

Uji: 

Bushido: 

Shogun: 

Daimyo: 

Samurai: 

Kabuki theater: 

Tokugawa Shogunate: 

Zen Buddhism: 



Lesson Objectives 

• Summarize the Japanese feudal system.  

• Explain how the Tokugawas united Japan. 

• Identify how Zen Buddhism shaped culture in 
Japan.  



Summary 
“Japan’s Feudal Age” 

During the 1100s, Japan created a feudal society 
that was ruled by powerful military lords. During 

feudal times, military rulers called shoguns 
dominated Japanese society and eventually created 

a strong central government.  

 





 
Aim #17: How did Japanese society 

develop under feudalism? 
 



Early Traditions 

• Society divided 

clans (uji) 

• Yamato Clan  

Became royal family  

Divine from sun goddess 



Rise of Feudalism 1185-1868 

• rival clans 
battled   

• armies 
loyal to 
local 
warlords 

feudalism 
developed   

 
Warriors Establish Feudalism 





Feudal Society 
Emperor 

in Japan 
The Emperor had no real power. 

The supreme military ruler. 
Controlled Japan. Shogun 

Large landowning 
Nobles. Daimyo 

Warrior class loyal 
to daimyo. Samurai 

¾ of the population. 
Most farmed to produce 
food. 

Made swords and 
armor for the 
samurai. 

Lowest status in society 
but gradually gained 
influence. 

Peasants and Artisans 

Merchants 





Samurai 
• Warrior class 

• Followed 
Bushido 
Honor  

Bravery 

absolute 
loyalty 

seppuku  

• loved Zen 
Buddhism 

• Initially, 
women 
included 

If you think of 
saving your life, 

you had not 
better go to war 

When his stomach 
is empty, it’s a 
disgrace to feel 

hungry 



Samurai vs. Knight 



Medieval Europe & Japan 



Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1868) 

• Tokugawa Ieyasu 
peace & stability 

• Enacted “Centralized 
Feudalism”  
 strong central 

government 
 controlled Daimyos  
 kept rigid social order 

• create road/messenger 
system (Tokaido)  
 to improve unity & 

communication (enforce 
laws, messages, moves 
military) 

• Isolated Japan in 1635, 
banning outsiders (feared 
changes to culture)  
 
 







Checkpoint 
How did feudalism develop in Japan? 



Economic & Culture Growth 

• New roads   

increased trade 

• In cities, 
merchants rise  

lend $ to 
daimyos  

marry samurai  

new urban 
culture w/ 

Noh & Bunraku 
plays  

Haiku  



Checkpoint 
What changes took place under the 

Tokugawa shoguns? 



Culture of Feudal Japan 

Noh plays presented Zen 
Buddhist themes or 
recounted fairy tales or 
power struggles.  
 
Kabuki, a popular new 
form of drama, 
combined drama, dance, 
and music.  
 
Puppet plays, known as 
bunraku, were popular.  

Essays expressed Zen 
values or contained 
observations about 
human nature.  
 
Japanese poets 
adapted Chinese 
models, creating 
miniature poems called 
haiku.  

Japanese painters were 
influenced by Chinese 
landscape paintings, yet 
developed their own 
styles.  
 
Painters recreated 
historical events on 
scrolls. 
 
Woodblock prints used 
fresh colors and simple 
lines to convey town life.  

THEATER LITERATURE 
PAINTING & 

PRINTMAKING 



Checkpoint 
What cultural and artistic traditions 

emerged in feudal Japan? 




