
Philosopher:  

Logic: 

Rhetoric: 

Socrates: 

Plato: 

Aristotle: 

Parthenon: 

Tragedy: 

Comedy: 

Herodotus: 

 

Terms, People, and Places 



• Analyze the political and ethical ideas 
developed by Greek philosophers 

• Understand how balance and order governed 
Greek art and architecture 

• Identify the themes explored by Greek writers 
and historians  

Lesson Objectives 



Guided by a belief in reason, Greek artists, 
writers, and philosophers used their genius to 
seek order in the universe. They explored the 

nature of the universe and the place of people 
in it. Their achievements and contributions still 

influence the Western World until today. 

 

 

Summary 
“The Glory That Was Greece” 



 





 
Aim #17: Why is ancient Greece 

considered the “Cradle of Western 
Civilization”? 

 



“Western Civilization” 
•   

•   

   

   

   

   



“Cradle of Western Civilization” 
• Democracy 

• Philosophy 
(logic) 

• Art & 
Architecture 

• Literature  

• Drama & 
Theater 

• History 

• Olympics 



“The Cradle of  

Western Civilization” 



Democracy 
•   

•   

 

  



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmHAdgDkcCw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmHAdgDkcCw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmHAdgDkcCw


“The unexamined life is not 
worth living” 

                                                      - Socrates 



Philosophy 
•   

•   

•   

•   

  

•   

   

  



Socrates (469-399 B.C.E.) Questions Traditions 



Plato’s Perfect Society 
• Distrusted democracy as mob rule for killing his 

teacher  

• Set up the Academy; taught ideas such as 
reason & rational thinking to develop values & 
organize society 

• Wrote The Republic; describing the ideal state, 
where an elite philosopher king would control 
every aspect of citizen’s lives to ensure their 
best interest. 

• 3 classes in the ideal state: (1) workers to 
produce (2) soldiers to defend (3) philosophers 
to rule  

• Believed men are superior to women, but some 
women can be educated & be part of 
government  







Aristotle  
• Distrusted democracy & 

favored rule by a single 
strong and virtuous ruler in 
Politics 

• Good behavior meant 
pursuing the “golden 
mean” (living moderately)  

• Promoted reason 
• Sets up the Lyceum to 

study all knowledge 
• Wrote on politics, ethics, 

logic, biology, and 
literature which set the 
foundations for future 
European academics  



Checkpoint 
How do Greek politics & philosophy 

influence us today? 



Idealism in Art & Architecture 
•   

  

  

•   

  

 

 

  

 The Dying Gaul (shows realistic human 
form at rest and in motion) A wounded 

warrior gasping for his last breath 

The Parthenon 

US Supreme Court Building  



               Literature & Theater   

•   
  

 

•   

 

•   

 
  

 

  

 

•   



History 
•   

 

•   

  

•   

  
 

 



Olympics & Marathon 
•   

  

 

  

 

•   

  



Checkpoint 
How does Greek literature, architecture 

& history affect us? 






