
City-State: 
Polis: 
Acropolis: 
Citizen: 
Monarchy: 
Aristocracy: 
Oligarchy : 
Phalanx: 
Democracy: 
Tyrant: 
Legislature: 
Pericles: 
Direct Democracy: 
Stipend: 
Ostracism:  
 
 

Terms, People, and Places 



• Understand how geography influenced the Greek 
city-states 

• Define the three types of government that 
developed in the Greek city-states 

• Explain how Sparta and Athens differed 

• Explain how Pericles instituted a direct democracy 
in Athens 

• Identify the culture and values shared by Greeks 

Lesson Objectives 



Geography played a huge role in the shaping of 
Greek city-states. As Greek city-states grew, they 

developed different types of government, 
including an early form of democracy.  

 

Summary 
“The Rise of Greek City-States” 





 
Aim #14: How did Greek city-states 

develop? 
 



Geography Shapes Greece 

Aegean Sea 

Adriatic Sea 

Ionian Sea 

Mediterranean Sea 

Mountainous  (75%) 

Thousands of Islands 



Geography Shapes Greece  
•   

  
  

 

  

  

•   
  

  

  

•   
  

 



Ancient Greece & Colonies 



Checkpoint 
How did geography influence the Greek 

city-states? 



Rise of City-States (Polis) 
•   
 
  
  
   

•   
  
  

•   
 
•   
•   
•   





Checkpoint 
How did government evolve in the 

Greek city-states? 



If you’re a ruler, what would you 
require of your citizens? 

 

• jury duty? 

• required voting? 

• serving in army? 

• basic education? type? 

 



VS 



Sparta 

•   
   

   

   

•   

 

 



Sparta 
•   
   

  

  

  

•   

   
  

  

  

   

 

“Come back with your shield, or on it” 



Athens  
•    

•   

  

  

  

  

 

•   

  

  

Protection, Beautification, 
Democracy 



Beauty of Athens: Parthenon 



Age of Pericles  
• Pericles's Funeral Oration (431 

BCE) 

• speech at funeral of Athenians 
slain in battle 

• Considered one of earliest & 
greatest expressions of 
democratic ideals 

• “Our constitution is called a 
democracy because power is 
in the hands not of a minority 
but of the whole people.” 

• “We alone regard a man who 
takes no interest in public 
affairs, not as a harmless but 
as a useless character.” 
 

“Just because 
you do not take 

an interest in 
politics doesn't 
mean politics 
won't take an 

interest in you” 





Athenian Society 

•    

  

•   

  

 

  

•   

  

  

  

  



Spartan  
Education 

 
 
“Instead of softening the boys’ feet with sandals, he required 
them to harden their feet by going without shoes. He believed 
that if this habit were cultivated, it would enable them to 
climb hills more easily and descend steep inclines with less 
danger, and that a youth who had accustomed himself to go 
barefoot would leap and jump and run more nimbly than a 
boy in sandals. And instead of letting them be pampered in 
the matter of clothing, he introduced the custom of wearing 
one garment throughout the year, believing that they would 
thus be better prepared to face changes of heat and cold.” 

- Xenophon, Constitution of the Lacedaemonians 
Spartan student dress code? purpose?  



Athenian Education 

This drinking cup 
from 480 BCE 
illustrates some 
of the subjects 
studied by 
Athenian boys, 
including 
instruction in 
speech and 
playing the lyre.  

How does this image demonstrate the differences 
between the Athenian and Spartan systems of 

education?  











Checkpoint 
How did Athens and Sparta differ? 



Forces of Unity 
•   

   

    

   

   

   

   

•   

   

•    

   

   



Two City-States: Athens and Sparta 



“Every man make up his mind 
to fight and move on his 

enemy! Strong as I am, It’s 
hard for me to face so many 

men and fight with all at 
once… And yet I will!” 

 –Homer, Iliad.  
 

What values does this reveal 
to us  about a Greek soldier? 

 



Do you think the epics of Homer are a 
reliable source of information about the 
history of the ancient Greeks? Why or 

why not? 





 

Class work: Complete the following chart: 

   Minoans Mycenaeans 

Years of Existence   

 

Place 

  

Who were they 

influenced by? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Economy 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Religion/Culture 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Government/Rulers 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Downfall 

  

  

  

  

  

  



Checkpoint 
What forces unified Greek city-states? 




