
Terms, People, and Places 
Philosophy: 
Confucius: 
Filial Piety: 
Five Relationships: 
Legalism: 
Shi Huangdi: 
Wudi: 
Monopoly: 
Expansionism: 
Civil Service Exam: 
Warlord: 
Acupuncture: 
 
 



Summary 
“Strong Rulers Unite China” 

Powerful emperors united much of China and 
encouraged cultural achievements. Shi Huangdi 
united China and built a strong authoritarian for 

China’s classical age. Under Han rulers and 
Confucianism, the Chinese made huge advances in 

trade, government, technology, government, 
which laid the groundwork and the arts.  

 

 



Lesson Objectives 

• Describe the basic beliefs of Confucianism and 
Legalism. 

• Explain the role   government has according to each 
of the philosophies. 

• Analyze the impacts  the philosophies had on China. 

• Describe how Han rulers strengthened the economy 
and government of China 

• Outline why the Han period is considered a golden 
age of Chinese civilization 

• Analyze why many Chinese people accepted 
Buddhist ideas 

 





Aim #13: How did ancient philosophies 
impact China? 



 Philosophies Develop  

•   

•   



Legalism 

•   

•    

•                                      –> 

•   
“The 
nature of 
man is 
evil, his 
goodness 
is 
acquired” 



Qin Dynasty (221-206 BCE) 

•   

 

  

  

  

    

•   
  
  
  
  
  



Checkpoint 
How did Shi Huangdi rule & unify China? 



Does this quote sound familiar? why? 
 

“asked about the true gentleman… the 
Master said, he does not preach what he 
practices till he has practiced what he 
preaches” 

    - Analects, Confucius  

“practice what you preach” is a universal 
truth 



Confucianism 
•   

•   

•   
  

  
  

 

•   
  

   

  

•   



Daoism 
•   

•    

•   

•   

•   

•   

 













Checkpoint 
How did philosophers teach people to 

live their lives? 



Classical Age 
•   

•   

•   



Han Dynasty (206BCE-220CE) 

•   

•    
   

 

•   
  
  

•   
  

•   

 
  

•    



China Accepts Buddhism (100-400)  

•   
 
•   
  



Checkpoint 
Why did China initially reject and 

eventually accept Buddhism? 





Checkpoint 
How did Han rulers strengthen China? 

 



Han Golden Age 
Technology & 

Engineering:  

• Most tech. 
advanced 
civilization of its 
time 
Invented paper  

rudder to steer  

iron stirrup 

fishing reel 

wheelbarrow 

suspension 
bridges 

 



Han Golden Age 
Science: 

 Invented seismograph 

Wrote texts on chemistry, 
zoology, botany 

Wong Chang claimed the 
scientific natural world, & 
scientific theories must 
be proven 

Medicine: 

Diagnosed diseases 

developed anesthetics 

experimented w/ herbal 
remedies  

promoted acupuncture 

 



Acupuncture 



Arts:  

Built grandeur splendid 
wooden temples & 
palaces 

Produced jade & fine 
ceramic figures 

Perfected techniques for 
bronze & silk making 

 

Han Golden Age 



Checkpoint 
What made the Han period a golden 

age? 



Han Empire Overthrown 

• Weak emperors let canals/roads breakdown 

• No control over local warlords 

• Heavy taxes - peasant rebellions 

 





Causes and Effects: Unification of China 
 




