
Terms, People, and Places 

Sultan:  

Delhi: 

Rajah:  

Sikhism: 

Babur: 

Mughal: 

Akbar: 

Nur Jahan: 

Shah Jahan:  

Taj Mahal 



• Describe the impact the Delhi sultanate had on 
India. 

• Explain why Muslim and Hindu traditions clashed 
and how they blended. 

• Summarize the policies of Akbar that 
strengthened Mughal India. 

Lesson Objectives 



Muslim invasions and rule over India led to 
cultural diffusion as well as bloody clashes 

between and Muslims and Hindus. 

 

Summary 
“India’s Muslim Empires” 





 
Aim #11: How did Islam impact India? 

 



India Post-Gupta (550-…) 

• Fragmented  

• rival princes battled  

• Culture & trade flourished  



Delhi Sultanate (1206-1526) 

 • Late 1100’s, sultans 
defeat Hindus 

• organized sultanate 

beginning of Muslim 
rule in India 

• Muslims (Turks, Arabs, 
Persians) moved to 
Delhi  

Brought trade, culture, 
& learning  

 

 



Checkpoint 
How did the Delhi sultanate change India? 



Muslim-Hindu Clash 

Hinduism 
• Prayed to statues/gods 

• Polytheistic 

• Caste System 

 

 

 

Islam 
• statues forbidden  

• Monotheistic 

• Equality for all  



Interactions  
• Muslims became 

tolerant  
 Accepted Hindus as 

monotheistic 
(Brahman) 

• Many Hindus 
converted bec.: 
rejected Caste system 

equality  

opportunities in 
Muslim gov’t & trade 

 



Blending of Cultures 
• Muslims absorb 

Hindu culture 

• Urdu evolved 

• Art (mix 
Persian/Indian) 

• Nanak found 
Sikhism 



Sikhism 



Checkpoint 
How did Islam & Hinduism clash and 

blend? 



Mughal Dynasty (1526-1857) 

• Babur 

• Akbar the Great (R.1556-1605) 

• strong central gov’t (Absolute) 

Hired officials (not hereditary) 

• religious harmony & toleration  
married Hindu  

gov’t jobs to all castes   

ended “non-Muslim tax”  

• Modernized army 

• Encouraged global trade 

• Patron of arts & science  

 





Akbar’s Successors 
• Jahangir, weak leader  
wife, Nur Jahan, ran gov’t efficiently  

• Shah Jahan 
High point of arts & literature  

Married Mumtaz Mahal 

Taj Mahal in her honor  

• Aurangzeb seized throne by force 

• rejected religious toleration 

• persecuted Hindus 

• Expansion  

• heavy taxes 
 revolts  

weakened empire  

 allowed Europeans in  
 

 

Akbar 

Jahangir 

Shah Jahan  

Aurangzeb 
(r.1658-1707) 
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Taj Mahal Facts 
• 20yrs & 22k workers to build (1631-1653) 
• “Crown Palace” 
• Designed by Persian architect 
• Domes & minarets reflected in clear blue reflecting 

pools 
• Verses from Quran decorate inside walls  
• greatest monument of Mughal empire 

 





Checkpoint 
How did Akbar & successors rule the 

Mughal empire? 




