
According to the quote, what should a king want 
for his subjects? 

“In the happiness of his subjects lies [a king’s] 
happiness, in their welfare, his welfare. He shall not 
consider as good that which pleases him but treats 
as beneficial to him whatever pleases his subjects.”  

  - Arthashastra, a Maurya handbook on governance 

 

What do you think are a ruler’s duties to his people? 

 enforce laws 
 maintain peace & order 
 encourage economic growth 

DO NOW! 



Terms, People, and Places 

Chandragupta Maurya: 

Dissent: 

Asoka: 

Missionary: 

Golden Age: 

Decimal System: 

Joint Family: 

Dowry: 

 



Lesson Objectives 

• Analyze how Maurya rulers created a strong 
central government for their empire 

• Explain why the period of Gupta rule in India is 
considered a golden age 

• Understand how the family and village life 
shaped Indian society 



Summary 
“Powerful Empires of Classical India” 

Under the Maurya and Gupta dynasties, 
India developed into a center of trade and 
had contacts with civilizations in Africa, the 

Middle East, and Central and Southeast Asia. 

 

 





Aim #11: How did Maurya and Gupta 
rulers achieve peace & order in 

Classical India? 



Maurya Empire (321-185 BCE)   

•   

 

•   

  

•   



Asoka (r. 268-232BCE) 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

  

•   

  

  

 

I believe in the 
forgiveness of 

sin & the 
redemption of 

ignorance  

To do good is difficult. One who does good first does something hard 
to do. I have done many good deeds, and, if my sons, grandsons and 

their descendants up to the end of the world act in like manner, 
they too will do much good. But whoever amongst them neglects 

this, they will do evil. Truly, it is easy to do evil. 



Checkpoint 
How did Maurya rulers create a strong 
central government for their empire?  

 



Guptas (320-550) Bring About a “Golden Age” 
•   
  

 

•   

 

•   

 

  

•   



    Extensive Trade 400 

spices 

gold & ivory 



Medicine Literature 

Mathematics 
Astronomy 

Printed 
medicinal guides 

1000 diseases 
classified 

Plastic 
Surgery 

C-sections 
performed 

Vaccinations 

500 healing 
plants identified 

First 
Decimal 
System 

Concept 
of Zero 

PI = 3.1416 

Kalidasa 

Solar 
Calendar 

The earth 
is round 

Gupta 
India 

Gupta 
Achievements 



Checkpoint 
Why is the period of Gupta rule in India 

considered a golden age? 
 



Village, Family, & Caste Shape Society 

•   

  

 

  

•   

•   

  

  

  

 



Women  

•   

  

  

 

 

  



Checkpoint 
How does family and village life shape Indian 

society? 
 



Graphic Summary: Empires of Ancient India 
*The diverse peoples of India rarely united. Yet the Mauryas and the Guptas were able to unite much of the subcontinent.  
 

Empire Maurya Gupta 

Dates 321 B.C. – 185 B.C.E. C.E. 320-550 

Government  - Harsh rule 
- Organized government 
- Officials collected taxes 
- Government owned 
factories 

- Mild rule 

- Organized government 

- Villages and cities had power 

Location Northern and Southern India Northern India 

Learning  - Schools and libraries in 

capitals 

- Missionaries spread 

Buddhism 

- Golden age of learning 

- Number system we use today; 

decimal system 

- Plastic surgery; vaccines for smallpox 

- Carvings of gods and animals 




