
Terms, People, and Places 

Social Mobility: 

Caravans: 

Averroes: 

Ibn Sina: 

Ibn Khaldun: 

Calligraphy: 

 



• Describe the role of trade in Muslim civilization. 

• Identify the traditions that influenced Muslim art, 
architecture, and literature.  

• Explain the advances Muslims made in centers of 
learning.  

Lesson Objectives 



Learning, literature, science, medicine, and 
trade flourished during the golden age of 

Muslim civilization. During the Abbasid golden 
age, Muslims made advances in economics, art, 

literature, and science.   

 

Summary 
“Muslim’s Civilization’s Golden Age” 







 

Aim #10: How did Muslims achieve a 
golden age? 

 



What can you tell about caliph al-Mamun from 
his dream? 

“One night, Caliph al-Mamun had a vivid dream. There in his chambers he 
came upon a balding, blue-eyed stranger sitting on the low couch. 

Who are you? the caliph demanded. 

Aristotle, the man replied. 

The caliph was delighted. He plied the great Greek philosopher with 
questions about ethics, reason, and religion. After al-Mamun awoke, his 
dream inspired him into action. He had scholars collect the great works of the 
classical world and translate them into Arabic. By 830, the caliph had set up 
the “House of Wisdom,” a library and a university in Baghdad. During the 
Abbasid period, scholars made advances in a variety of fields.  

     -Inspiration from Aristotle 

Why was it important at this time to have a 
“House of Wisdom”? 



Economy  
•    

•   

•   

•   

   

•   

•   
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Origins of Arabic Numerals 
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New Business Practices 

• Money Economy  

• partnerships 

• credit 

• banks  

• checks 

• accounting 



Checkpoint 
What economic advances did Muslims 

pioneer? 



Force of Unity  
• Muslims united many 

diverse cultures 
Egyptians    

Europeans  

Arabs     

Persians     

Turks 

Africans       

Mongols     

Indians   

Southeast Asians 

• Muslim arts reflected 
blending of cultures  
 



Education, Art & Architecture  
•   
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Literature & Philosophy 

• Literature:  

  

  

 

• Philosophy: 

  

 

 

    



Checkpoint 
How did the teachings of Islam influence 

the arts, architecture, & literature? 



Mathematics & Science  

•   

 

•   

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 



Astronomy 
• astronomical tables 

• Observed eclipses 

• Measured earth’s 
circumference  

• Developed & perfected 
astrolabe  

•   

 



History 
• set standards for scientific study of history 

• Only trust sources after investigation  

• Warned against  bias & exaggeration 



Checkpoint 
What advances did Muslims make in the 

centers of learning? 




