* Driver’s license age?

 drinking alcohol age?

* Working age?

 What is the voting age?

* Do you think it should be lowered? Why or why not?



Parkland students show why 16-year-
olds should be able to vote
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A 19-year-oid
votes for the first
time, in the California

primary in June.

Should the
Voting Age
Be Lowered?

n many states, 16-year-olds can drive, get a job, and must pay taxes
on their wages. But one thing most of them aren’t allowed to do? Vote.
The 26th Amendment to the LS. Constitution, ratified in 1971,
lowered the voting age to 18 from 21. But while the amendment
gives every American who's at least 18 the right to vote, it doesn't
prevent cities or states from allowing those younger to cast ballots.
In fact, a few LL5. cities already allow 16- and T7-year-olds to vote in local
elections, and lawmakers in California, Massachusetts, Michigan, Hew
Jersey, Hew York, and Rhode Island are considering lowering the voting
age to 7. Now a recent wave of student activismi is further fueling the
debate about lowering the woting age nationwide.
Two researchers sguare off about whether that would be a good idea.




VOTER TURNOUT
BY AGE GROUP

In the 2006 presidential election,
young people had the lowest turnout of any
age group—continuing a longtime trend.
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ANALYZE & EVALUATE CLAIMS

- L] -
Analyzing Authors’ Claims
Read the debate on pages Z2-23 about whether the UL5. should lower the voting aqge nationwide, then follow
the directions below to analyze each author's claims and decide who makes a stronger case.

AUTHOR: Laurence Steinberg
Prafessar of F'S.I.'EHIJIDI;I.'.. Temple University

AUTHOR: David Davenport
The Hoover Institution, Stanford Unisersity

Autheor's main claim or arqgument in the debate:

Author's main claim or argument in the debate:

REASON 1: Mame one reason the author gives for his claim.

List evidence the author gives to suppaort Reason 1.

REASON 1: Narme one reason the author gives Tor his claim.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason L

REASOM 2: Mame another reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2.

REASON 2: Hame another reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2.

REASON 3: Mame a third reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3.

REASON 3: Mame a third reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3

What persuasive devices does the author use?
___ Appeals to emations

— Uses data of scholarly research

__ Tells why the cther side’s argument is weak
__ Dther:

What persuasive devices does the authar use?
__ Appeats to emotions

_ Uses data or schalarly research

_ Tells why the other side’s argument is weak
__ Other:

EVALUATE: Which author do you think makes a more elfective case? Do you spat any weaknesses, such as a bias or missing
infarmation, in either argument? Explain on a separate sheet of paper.
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The students who are calling for gun
control in the aftermath of the mass
shooting in Parkland, Florida, are

challenging the stereolype of American kids as lazy and
uninterested in politics. Unfortunately, when il comes Lo
electing lawmakers whose decisions
aboul gun control and other ssues
affect their lives, these teens lack any
real power. This needs Lo change.
Critics will mo doubl raise guestions
about the ability of 16-year-olds
to make informed decisions in the
voling booth. Aren'l the brains of
young people nol Tully developed enough Lo make good
judgments? Aren’l young peaple impulsive and hotheaded?
Mot in a situation ke valing, which isn't something done
on the spur of the moment. 'S done calmily in a voling booth
and wilh much deliberation. Stuedies show that by age 16,
young people in this kind of situwation can gather and process
information, weigh pros and cons, and reason logically with
facts. Teens may somelimes make bad deliberabtive choces,
bul they don’l make them any more often than adulls do.

Allowing people to
begin voting earlier
might increase
future turnout.

There's also a civic argument for allowing younger teens
to vole. Take the dozen or 50 countries thal allow people
to vole at 16, including Argentina, Austria, Brazil, and
Nicaragua. In such countries, woler turnoul among 16- and
[F-year-olds 15 significantly higher than il is among older
young adulls.

That's important because there's
evidence thal people who don't vole
the first bime they're ehgible are less
likely Lo caslt ballols regularly in the
future. Considering that 18- to 24-year-
olds have the lowest turnout of any
age group in the LS., allowing people
to begin voling even younger—when they're mare likely Lo
cast ballots—might increase fulure turnowt.

The current push Lo lower the voling age is motivated
by oulrage thal those most vulnerable o school shoolings
have no say in how such atrocities are best prevented.
Let's give those young people more than just their vaices
to make a change. -

—LAURENCE STEINBERG

Prefesser of Psychelogy, Temple University



Following the student protests against gun generally agree that the brain is still developing until the
vickence in school has come a renewed call o rmisd-20=, with skills such as moral reasoning coming later
allow 16- and T7-year-olds to vole. But it would than we once thowght.

be a mislake to lower the voling age. Demonstrating is not With this new research in mind, many states have raised
Lhe same as woling, which requires a hugher level of avic the age al which teens are allowed Lo do cerlan things,
responsibility and knowledge. not lowered it. The drinking age has

I fact, test results show that many Fﬂ'“lﬂ l'ﬂ[l'.l'ﬂ a been raised from 18 o 21. And the age

students lack a basic understanding of to drive a car without any conditions
the struclure and function of the Us.  Iigher level of civic has increased from 16 to 17 or 18 in

government. Many Lleens don't even Iﬂm.ﬂhﬂﬂr mast states.

know Lhe names of their LS. senaltors m‘ Peaple in favor of allowing
or how o amend the Conshitulion. . younger leens lo vole say thal it
Instead of lowering the voling age, we would increase overall turnout in
should focus more on IMproving civics education. U5, elections. Bul that's unlikely. Traditionally, yourg
The last time the voling age was changed was during Americans are [ar less likely to cast ballots than their
the Vietnam War, when il was lowered from 21 Lo 18. The older counterparts.
argument then was thal if young people were old enough We don'l allow 16-year-olds Lo join the military or
Lo fight and lose their lives in war, they should be able serve on juries. Nor should we allow them Lo vole. After
Lo vole for their national leaders. It"s hard to find such a all, voling is one of our most important civic dulies. It
powerful reason bo lower the voling age boday. shouldn't be taken lighthy. -
In the last few decades, we've learned a greal deal —DAYID DAVENPORT

aboul the human brain and how it develops. Researchers The Hoover Institution at Stanford University



