
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mini Lecture 

 

• The successor organization to the 

League of Nations, the United Nations 

(UN), began as the group of nations 

allied against the Axis powers in 

WWII.  

• Although negotiations were ongoing 

concerning the organization among 

Britain, USSR, and the US throughout 

the War, an agreement was mostly 

reached at their meeting in Yalta in 

February 1945. In San Francisco in 

June 1945, the UN Charter was 

adopted. 

• The UN General Assembly is where 

all the member nations have equal 

representation (1 vote) and where a 

number of the general duties of the 

organization are fulfilled.  

• One of these duties is choosing 

nonpermanent members of the 

powerful Security Council, one of the 

important arms of the organization 

when it comes to preserving 

international peace. It has five 

permanent members- China, France, 

Russia, Britain, US. The number of 

nonpermanent members began at six 

and increased to 10 today. 

• It is within the Security Council that 

serious issues that could lead to war 

have been addressed. But the fact that 

each permanent member has the power 

to veto any resolution of the council 

rendered the Security Council 

ineffective.  

• The Security Council also operates 

peacekeeping missions. Peacekeepers 

are military or policing units drawn 

from around the world and sent to areas 

of conflict. Many have helped prevent 

violence, but other have been notable 

failures (i.e. Yugoslavia 1995)  

• The UN plays many other roles to aid 

countries in need. These include 

economic aid & relief, medical aid, 

refugee assistance, humanitarian aid, 

fighting poverty, and combating 

climate change.  

• The actions of the Nazis made 

defending human rights a global issue. 

The rights were listed & defined in 

Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights & the job of the U.N. was to 

stand up for them.  

 

Aim #10: How does the United Nations operate & address the world’s problems? 

 

 

Review Questions: 
1. What are the main bodies of the 

U.N.?  

2. What are the main goals of the U.N.? 

3. How does the U.N. function? 
4. Why is the U.N. Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights important? 

Enduring Issue: Cooperation  

 

 

 

 

 



What is the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights? Why was the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights written? 

 
Directions: Read the excerpt below and respond to the questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
1. What is the United Nations? Why was it formed after 1945? 

2. Which organizations preceded the United Nations? Using your prior knowledge, why was this organization dismantled? 
3. What major events and atrocities of World War II may have prompted nations to consider guidelines for protecting human rights?  

4. What is the difference between a declaration and a treaty? 

 
 

 

 
Directions: Watch this Ted-Ed video, “What are the universal human rights?” explaining UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Then, respond to the questions below. 

 
 

 

 
1. Who wrote the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights?  
2. What are some examples of human rights described in the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights? 

3. Pause the video at 2:33. The video asks, “If these human rights principles are so well-developed in the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, then why are human rights 

abused and ignored time and time again all over the world?” Make a prediction: Why might there still be human rights abuses even though we have the UN Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights? 

4. The video lists two reasons why we continue to see human rights abuses. Fill in the blanks below: 

It is difficult to ____________________ these rights. 
It is difficult to ____________________ transgressors (someone who violates a law or moral code). 

5. The main bodies within the UN in charge of protecting human rights mostly monitor (watch to see if human rights are being violated) and investigate (study the impacts and 

extent) of violations. What can’t the main bodies in the UN do?  
6. The video explains “not all human rights instruments are powerless." What are examples of organizations that can enforce laws or hear cases? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the United Nations?  
 

The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization to promote international cooperation 

established in 1945 after World War II in order to prevent another such conflict. The UN was a 
replacement for the League of Nations, an organization that also attempted to promote cooperation 

among nations after World War I. In 1948, the UN General Assembly drafted [wrote] the UN Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. The UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights is important because for 
the first time, there is a document that defines the meaning of the "fundamental freedoms" and "human 

rights” and declares that these rights should be universally protected. While the UN Declaration defines 

human rights, it is not a treaty, which means it is not legally binding. Nations can choose to protect or not 
protect human rights.   

 
Eleanor Roosevelt and United Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights in Spanish text. 

 

Human rights are rights inherent (natural or fundamental) to all human beings, whatever our nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, colour, 

religion, language, or any other status. We are all equally entitled (allowed) to our human rights without discrimination. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgIVseTkuE

