
Aim #7b: How did colonial revolutions 
in Latin America reshape the 

Americas? 
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Prior to its independence, Haiti was a French colony known as St. Domingue. St. Domingue’s slave-based sugar 
and coffee industries were fast-growing and successful, and by the 1760s it was the most profitable colony in the 
Americas. With the economic growth, however, came increasing exploitation of the African slaves who made up 
the overwhelming majority of the population. 
 
The Haitian Revolution was the result of a long struggle on the part of the slaves in the French colony of St. 
Domingue, but was also initiated by the free Mulattoes [people of both African and European descent] who had 
long faced the trials of being treated as semi-citizens. There were several slave rebellions in the Western 
Hemisphere, but the Haitian Revolution was the most successful. This had a lot to do with the influence of the 
French Revolution. The ideals of the revolution inspired rebellion and the events of the French Revolution gave 
the oppressed people of St. Domingue an opportunity to rebel. The Haitian Revolution would go on to serve as a 
model for those affected by slavery throughout the world.  
 
There were three distinct classes in St. Domingue. First, there were the Whites, who were in control. Then there 
were the free Mulattoes, who straddled a very tenuous position in Haitian society. While they enjoyed a degree of 
freedom, they were repressed by the White power structure. For example, free Mulattoes were outlawed from 
holding office. Mulattoes were allowed to own land but society’s restraints made it highly unlikely that they could 
profit from it. Next came the slaves who, in Haiti, suffered under some of the harshest treatment found in the 
Caribbean. Slaves in Haiti were legally considered property and had no rights. 
 
The French Revolution provided the Mulattoes and slaves with an opportunity and an inspiration after having 
witnessed the successful insurrection in France against the government’s long-standing denial of equal 
representation of the Third Estate. This was such a revolution in the structure of French society that its news 
spread like wildfire and was exactly the stimulus the slaves and Mulattoes in Haiti needed to inspire their revolt. 
 



Toussaint L’Ouverture used this letter to rally the blacks in San Domingo (Haiti), August 29, 1793.  

Toussaint L'Ouverture was one of the leaders of the Haitian revolution and the first black man to become governor of a colony. 
 
Toussaint L’Ouverture was born into slavery in approximately 1743 in the French colony of Saint Domingue. He belonged to a small and privileged 
class of slaves employed by masters as personal servants. The Count de Breda, Toussaint’s owner, actively encouraged him to learn to read and 
write. He developed a passion for books and his readings were to become a great influence in his political life. L’Ouverture was freed from 
slavery at around the age of 33 and colonial records show that he became a land and slave owner himself. 
 
The French Revolution of 1789 had a powerful impact on Saint Domingue. A complex civil war broke out in 1790 when free men of color claimed 
that they too were French citizens and should be allowed to enjoy the rights proclaimed in the Declaration of the Rights of Man. 
 
The following year, on August 22, 1791, L’Ouverture was one of the main organizers of a slave revolt that would eventually be known as the 
Haitian Revolution, the first and only victorious slave revolt in history. 
In 1793, representatives of the French revolutionary government in Paris offered freedom to slaves who joined them in the fight against counter-
revolutionaries and foreign invaders. The following year these orders were ratified by the revolutionary legislature in Paris, which abolished 
slavery throughout all French territories. This was a determining factor in L’Ouverture’s decision to join the French army. Under his increasingly 
influential leadership, the French defeated the British and Spanish forces that invaded Saint Domingue. 
 
Having made himself ruler of the island, L’Ouverture did not wish to surrender power to Paris and ruled Saint Domingue as its own country. In 
1801 he issued a Constitution for the island, which provided for autonomy and established himself as governor for life. It abolished slavery and 
aspired to put in place a multiracial society composed of blacks, whites and mulattos. 
 
When Napoleon Bonaparte came to power in France, he aimed to return the Caribbean colonies to their earlier profitability as plantation 
colonies. In 1802, he dispatched an expedition of French soldiers to the island, led by his brother in law Charles Leclerc, to reestablish French 
authority and slavery. Leclerc arrested L’Ouverture and deported him to France where he was imprisoned in Fort de Joux and died on April 7, 
1803. 
 
For a few months the island remained under Napoleonic rule. However, the French soldiers soon fell victim to weapons and disease and 
surrendered to the Haitians in November 1803. On January 1, 1804, the colony became the first black republic under the name of Haiti. 



How did the French Revolution Impact the revolution in Haiti? 

Contributing Factors in successful revolution 

https://www.choices.edu/video/how-did-the-french-revolution-affect-saint-domingue/
https://www.choices.edu/video/factors-contributing-successful-revolution-saint-domingue/


How did former slaves rebel 
against the plantation system? 

https://www.choices.edu/video/how-did-former-slaves-rebel-against-the-plantation-system/
https://www.choices.edu/video/how-did-former-slaves-rebel-against-the-plantation-system/




Why was the Haitian Revolution 

successful? 

https://www.choices.edu/video/why-was-the-haitian-revolution-successful/
https://www.choices.edu/video/why-was-the-haitian-revolution-successful/


1801 – Constitution 
Issued by Toussaint Louverture 

 

Economic:  
⮚ Banned Slavery 

Political:  
▪ All citizens had 

equal rights 
▪ L’Ouverture would 

be governor 
general for life 

Foreign Affairs:  
▪ Did NOT declare 

independence 
▪ All people in Saint-

Domingue were 
French citizens 

▪ Wanted to remain 
a French colony 
but with special 

status 

What challenges did Louverture face in 

1800 and 1801? 

https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/


What challenges did Louverture 

face in 1800 and 1801? 

https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/
https://www.choices.edu/video/what-challenges-did-louverture-face-in-1800-and-1801/


What were the major legacies of the 

Haitian Revolution for Haiti? 
Haiti Revolution Worldwide Impact 

What is the significance of the American, French, and Haitian Revolutions? 

https://www.choices.edu/video/major-legacies-haitian-revolution-haiti/
https://www.choices.edu/video/major-legacies-haitian-revolution-haiti/
https://www.choices.edu/video/how-did-the-haitian-revolution-affect-the-world/
https://www.choices.edu/video/3551/
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Discontent in Latin America 

In the 1700s, educated creoles read the work of Enlightenment thinkers. Many creoles were sent to Europe to study as well. While there, 
they were inspired by the ideals of a revolution and national sovereignty or the authority of a state to govern itself or another state. 
 
In 1808, Napoleon invaded Spain, ousted the Spanish king and placed his brother Joseph in control of Spain and its colonies. Many in Latin 
America saw this as a moment of weakness and an opportunity to reject foreign rule and demand freedom from the colonial crown. 
 

Creoles → resented being treated as second class citizens by the Peninsulares  
Mestizos and Mulattoes → angered that they were not treated  
as citizens and did not have the same power as whites  
Native Americans and Africans → angered by enslavement and inhumane treatment  

Directions: Read the text and examine the diagram below, then answer the accompanying questions.  

1. How did the social and ethnic structures in Spanish  colonies lead to discontent? 
2. Was everyone in the Spanish colonies angry for the same reasons? Explain.  
3. How did many creoles come into contact with ideas of revolution and freedom? 
4. Why did Latin American leaders decide to fight for their freedom after 1808 instead of an earlier time?  






