
Aim #7: How does Napoleon rise to 
power & fall and how did he influence 

Europe & the world?  



Stage III: The Directory (1795-99) 

• New constitution   

New Government w/ a 5-member group 

• High prices, bankruptcy, & citizen unrest 

• Wars w/ neighbors  

• Weak, corrupt, & inefficient 



Stage IV: Age of Napoleon (1799-1815) 

 



Napoleon: Conquest & Downfall  

 



Impacts of Napoleon  
• Congress of Vienna 

 Reactionary plan, restored old ways  

 Concert of Europe, kept peace 

• Spread of Enlightenment ideas & influenced revolutions  

• Rise of Nationalism  

 

 

 



Was Napoleon a Revolutionary Hero or 
Traitor? 

 



Was the French Revolution a Success? 

 







The Directory: 1794-1799 
It included a bicameral legislature known as the 
Corps Législatif.  

● The lower house, or Council of Five Hundred (Conseil de Cinq-Cents), 
consisted of 500 delegates, 30 years of age or over, who proposed 
legislation;  

● the Council of Ancients (Conseil des Anciens), consisted of 250 delegates, 40 
years of age or over, who held the power to accept or veto the proposed 
legislation.  

● The Ancients also picked the executive—the five Directors (Directeurs)—
from lists drawn up by the Five Hundred.  

○ A Director had to be at least 40 years old and to have formerly served 
as a deputy or minister; a new one was chosen each year, on rotation. 
The Directors chose government ministers, ambassadors, army 
generals, tax collectors, and other officials. 

 















June 1815: Louis XVIII Installed as the King of France 



1769  Born on island of Corsica 
 
1793  Helps capture Toulon from     
                             British; promoted to brigadier 
                             general  
1795  Crushes rebels opposed to  
                             the National Convention 
1796–1797 Becomes commander in chief 
                             of the army of Italy; wins 
                             victories against Austria  
1798–1799 Loses to the British in Egypt 
                             and Syria  
1799  Overthrows Directory and 
                             becomes First  Consul of 
                             France  
1804  Crowns himself emperor of  
                             France 

Napoleon Bonaparte 



Napoleon’s Reforms 
Economy 

• Builds parks, roads & canals 

• Controls prices to restore 

prosperity (through a Central 
Bank) 

• Encourages new industry 

Education 
• Creates a public 

school system under 

government control 

(secondary schools)  

Religion 
• Concordat of 

1801 – peace with 

the Catholic 

Church 

Laws 
• Napoleonic Code  

• New uniform law code (efficiency) 

• Embodied Enlightenment ideas 

• Civil Code ensured equality for all 

& abolished feudalism 

• Basis of modern French law   

• Took away women’s newly gained 

rights 
 

Government 
• Central government 

strengthened 

•  ―Order, Security and 
Efficiency‖ 

•  Meritocracy (based on 

talent/skill) 
 

Nationalism 
• Encourages 

émigrés to return 

to France and 

take an oath of 

loyalty  

• builds French 
empire  



Q: What are the duties of Christians toward those who govern them, and 

what in particular are our duties towards Napoleon I, our emperor?                                                                                                                                                                

A: Christians owe to the princes who govern them, and we in particular 

owe to Napoleon I, our emperor, love, respect, obedience, fidelity, military 

service, and the taxes levied for the preservation and defense of the 
empire and of his throne.  

Q: What must we think of those who are lacking in their duties toward our 

emperor?                                                                                                                          

A: According to the apostle Paul, they are resisting the order established 
by God himself and render themselves worthy of eternal damnation.  

From the Imperial Catechism*, 1806 

Who is the author? 
Who is the author’s audience? 
What is the author’s purpose? 
 

*The Catechism, specifically 

speaking, is the teachings of the 

Catholic Church; used as a 

general term, it refers to a set of 

religious teachings used for the 
official instruction of believers 



Napoleon’s Power in Europe, 1812 



The Continental System 

We have consequently decreed and do decree that which 
follows: 

 
• The British Isles are declared to be in a state of 

blockade. 
• All commerce and all correspondence with the British 

Isles is forbidden. Consequently, letters or packages 
directed to England, or to an Englishman, or written in 
the English language, shall not pass through the mails 
and shall be seized. 

• Trade in English goods is prohibited, and all goods 
belonging to England or coming from her factories or her 
colonies are declared a lawful prize. 

 
Signed, NAPOLEON. 



Challenges to Napoleon’s Empire 
The impact of nationalism 

   Many Europeans who had welcomed the ideas of the French 

Revolution nevertheless saw Napoleon and his armies as foreign 
oppressors – especially in central and eastern Europe.  

Resistance in Spain 

     Napoleon had replaced the king of Spain with his own brother, but 

many Spaniards remained loyal to their former king. Spanish patriots 
conducted a campaign of guerrilla warfare against the French.  

War with Austria 

     Spanish resistance encouraged Austria to resume hostilities against 
the French.  

Defeat in Russia  

     Nearly all of Napoleon’s 400,000 troops sent on a campaign in 

Russia died, most from hunger and the cold of the Russian winter 
and the practice of scorched earth policy.       



1812— Napoleon invades Russia because Czar Alexander II 

announces he will trade with England. Napoleon’s forces were defeated 
in Russia. 
 

Russia, Britain, Austria, and Prussia form a new alliance against a 
weakened France. 
 

1813—Napoleon was defeated in the Battle of Nations in Leipzig. 
 

1814—Napoleon abdicated, or stepped down from power, and was 
exiled to Elba, an island in the Mediterranean Sea. 
 

1815—Napoleon escaped his exile and returned to France. 
 

Combined British and Prussian forces defeated Napoleon at Waterloo. 
Napoleon was forced to abdicate again, and was this time exiled to St.  
Helena, an island in the South Atlantic. 
 
1821—Napoleon died in exile. 

Napoleon’s Downfall 




