
Aim #6: Why did the French 
Revolution turn radical? 

 





Radical Stage (1792-94) 



Radical Stage   

“…government in revolution are at 
once virtue and terror: virtue, without 

which terror is fatal; terror, without 
which virtue is powerless. Terror is 
nothing other than justice, prompt, 

severe, inflexible”  







January 1793: Louis XVI is executed 
Watch the French Revolution - The execution of Louis XVI (49:20- 1:00:00) documentary and 
respond to the questions below. 

1. What problems did the National Convention face? How did this problem impact how revolutionary leaders began to treat suspected traitors within France? 
 

2. What happened to over 1,000 people suspected of being traitors? 

3. What did Robespierre want to focus on? _____________________________________ 
 
4. What did Danton want to focus on? _____________________________________ 

5. “With so many able-bodied men leaving for the frontlines, Paris is left defenseless, its jails bursting with political prisoners. An unsettling fear floods the city. The growing 
mass of prisoners may be impossible to contain. Marat puts out a bloodthirsty called for revolutionary citizens to descend upon the prisons and slaughter all inside.” Why do 
you think Marat made this suggestion? 
 
 
6. How did Marat spread his ideas? What Renaissance technology allowed him to spread his ideas? 
 

7. What event encouraged revolutionaries to follow through with Marat’s plan? 
 

8. Describe what the revolutionaries did to the prisoners. 
 

 

 

 

9. How many people were killed during the September massacre? 
 

10. Which nation was critical of the September massacre? 
 

11. Robespierre realized that the massacre went too far and that the revolutionaries need a leader. He comes forward. What is the first decision he made as the new leader 
of the revolutionaries? 

12. According to the historian, Robespierre said, “You have to kill the king so the revolution can live.” What does this sentence mean? What does this reveal about the extent 
French revolutionaries were willing to go to achieve their goals? 
 

13. On January 28, 1793, what is decided about King Louis XVI? 
 

14. How do revolutionaries respond to the execution of King Louis XVI? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ


1. List the objects, people or places you see in the image. 
2. Describe the action in the image. 
3. In the title, who are the “Crowned Jugglers” and why are they referred to in that way? 
4. Why is Louis XVI’s blood referred to as “impure”?  
5. What message does this image send to counterrevolutionaries within France? 
6. What message does this image send to revolutionary sympathizers within France?  
7. What message does this image send to other European monarchs? 
 











Paris Commune* becomes Radical  
August 1792 

*Georges 
Danton 
becomes 
one of the 
leaders 

September 
Massacres -- 
violence in 
the streets 
of France 



The 
Monarchy 
is officially 
abolished 
and the 
French 
Republic is 
declared. 



Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite! 



Execution of Louis XVI - January 1793 



The Reign of Terror 1793-1794 



The Committee of Public Safety  

From September 1793 to July 1794, the Committee of Public Safety 
was composed of the same men (with the exception of Marie-Jean 
Hérault de Séchelles, who was guillotined in April 1794), and it 
controlled France, dominating the National Convention and relying 
on the support of the Jacobins (radical democrats). Under its 
direction, harsh measures were taken against the alleged enemies 
of the Revolution, the economy was placed on a wartime basis, and 
mass conscription was undertaken. 

 



Levee en Masse - August 1793 

“From this moment until that in which the enemy shall have been driven from 
the soil of the Republic, all Frenchmen are in permanent requisition for the 
service of the armies. The young men shall go to battle; the married men shall 
forge arms and transport provisions; the women shall make tents and clothing 
and shall serve in the hospitals; the children shall turn old linen into lint; the 
aged shall betake themselves to the public places in order to arouse the courage 
of the warriors and preach the hatred of kings and the unity of the Republic.” 

Explain the historical context/circumstances that 
led to event(s) described in the document above. 



Maximilien Robespierre - 1793 

“If the spring of popular government in time of peace 
is virtue, the springs of popular government in 
revolution are at once virtue and terror: virtue, 
without which terror is fatal; terror, without which 
virtue is powerless. Terror is nothing other than 
justice, prompt, severe, inflexible; it is therefore an 
emanation [outgrowth] of virtue; it is not so much a 
special principle as it is a consequence of the general 
principle of democracy applied to our country's most 
urgent needs.” 

What is Robespierre’s purpose in writing this document? 
Who is his audience? 



The Execution of Danton  
& then Robespierre 


