
Aim #5: How did the National 
Assembly attempt to reform France? 

 



National Assembly (1789-91) Reforms  

 



National Assembly Reforms 
• New Constitution drafted & 

ratified  September 1791 
N.A. became Legislative 

Assembly  
Checked power of monarch  
Became constitutional 

monarchy  

• Flight & Capture of Louis XVI 
& Marie Antoinette (6/21/91) 

• Declaration of Pillnitz (August 
1791) European monarchs 
aimed to restore Louis’s 
power  
Afraid of spread of revolution 

• Tensions rising 
 



Declaration of the Rights of Man 
 August 26, 1789 



Declaration of the Rights of Man & Citizen 

Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789 
[ . . . ] 
 
1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the general good. 
 
2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, 
security, and resistance to oppression. 
 
3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may exercise any authority which does not proceed 
directly from the nation. 
 
4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else . . . 
 
5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. . . . 
 
6. Law is the expression of the general will. . . . 
 
7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed by law. . . . 
 
8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary . . . 
 
9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential 
to the securing of the prisoner's person shall be severely repressed by law. 
 
10. No one shall be disquieted [bothered] on account of his opinions, including his religious views, provided their manifestation does not 
disturb the public order established by law. 
 
17. Since property is an inviolable [cannot be violated] and sacred right, no one shall be deprived [of them] except where public necessity, 
legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only on condition that the owner shall have been previously and equitably [paid back]. 
 
 

Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789 





Civil Constitution of the Clergy*, July 1790 

*(the nobility had already been abolished, May 1790) 



Flight & Capture of Louis XVI & Marie 
Antoinette at Varennes, June 1791 



Declaration of Pilnitz, August 1791 

“Their Majesties, the Emperor and the King of Prussia . . . jointly declare that 
they view the situation in which the King of France currently finds himself as a 
subject of common interest for all of Europe's sovereigns. . . . . Consequently, 
jointly with their respective Majesties [the other monarchs of Europe], they will 
use the most efficient means in relation to their strengths to place the King of 
France in a position to be totally free to consolidate the bases of a monarchical 
government that shall be as amenable [agreeable] to the rights of sovereigns as 
it is to the well-being of the French nation. . . . . Meanwhile, they shall issue their 
troops the necessary orders to prepare them for action.” 

● Who is the author?  
● What is his Point of View? 
● Who is his Audience? 
● What is his Purpose? 



New Constitution drafted and ratified  
September 1791 



Legislative Assembly Takes Over -- 
October, 1791 

A fight for the soul of the Revolution 
ensues . . .  



France Declares War on Austria  
April 1792 

Prussia Declares War on France  
June 1792 







July 1789: Storming the Bastille 
Watch French Revolution - Storming of the Bastille (26:08 to  

31:55) and complete the questions below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ






Watch French Revolution - Women's March on Versailles (31:55 to 39:38) and complete the 
questions below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI4Et5LfvbQ





