
Aim# 3: How did the Enlightenment 
spread & change Europe & the world? 





Enlightenment Spreads  



Denis Diderot (and d’Alambert) 

 
"An encyclopedia … should encompass 
not only the fields already covered by 
the academies, but each and every 
branch of human knowledge… this will 
give, "the power to change men's 
common way of thinking." 

1) Put together the Encyclopedia, which included many 
leading European writers. 

2) Includes essays on Religious Tolerance & Popular 
sovereignty.  

3) The French Government and Church banned the books.  



Denis Diderot (1713-1784) 

• Editor of the Encyclopedie (1751-1772), a 28 volume 
encyclopedia whose entries included useful 
knowledge on craft and trade skills and new 
discoveries from the Scientific Revolution and 
philosophy from Enlightenment Thinkers like 
Rousseau and Voltaire.  

 
• The Encyclopedia had a great impact on 

Enlightenment philosophers and later intellectuals 
who had never had access to the information 
contained within it before and certainly not all in one 
place.  



The Printing Press and the Media 



Salons 

“Strong women remade the salons. They 
became central information nodes in the 
communication network that was 18th century 
Paris. Salons were soon news agencies, 
workshops for writers. Many of the salonnières 
worked actively to make their gatherings 
simulate the classroom.” 

 

Susan Herbst, historian 

Living rooms of intellectuals  



Enlightenment Impacts/Reforms  



Mary Wollstonecraft 

“It is time to effect a revolution in 
female manners - time to restore to 
them their lost dignity.“ 

1) Wrote A Vindication of the Rights of Women. 
2) Argued for women’s education. 
3) Felt women should enter fields traditionally controlled by 
men. 

Effects of Enlightenment on Social Reformer 
Movements  



DOCUMENT 2 
SOURCE: Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication on the Rights of Woman, 1792.  

Mary Wollstonecraft was an English writer who advocated for women's 
equality. Her book A Vindication of the Rights of Woman pressed for 

reforms. 

I attribute [these problems in society] to a false system of education, gathered from the books 
written on this subject by men, who, considering females rather as women than human 
creatures, have been more anxious to make them alluring mistresses than affectionate wives 
and rational mothers … the civilised women of this present century, with a few exceptions, 
are only anxious to inspire love, when they ought to cherish a nobler ambition, and by their 
abilities and virtues exact respect.  
 
[ . . . ] 
 
My own [gender], I hope, will excuse me, if I treat them like rational creatures, instead of 
flattering their fascinating graces, and viewing them as if they were in a state of perpetual 
childhood, unable to stand alone.  



Reformers (cont’d) 

Wilberforce was a deeply religious English 
member of parliament and social reformer who 
was very influential in the abolition of the slave 
trade and eventually slavery itself in the British 
empire. 



DOCUMENT 1 
SOURCE: William Wilberforce, speech to the British Parliament, May 1789. 

Wilberforce was a deeply religious English member of parliament and social 
reformer who was very influential in the abolition of the slave trade and 

eventually slavery itself in the British empire. 
  

In opening the nature of the slave trade, I need only observe, that it is found by experience to 
be just as every man, who uses his reason, would infallibly conclude it to be.  [ . . . ] 
 
Having now disposed of the first part of this subject, I must speak of the transit of the slaves in 
the West Indies. This I confess, in my own opinion, is the most wretched part of the whole 
subject. So much misery condensed in so little room, is more than the human imagination had 
ever before conceived. [ . . . ] 
 
Let any one imagine to himself 6 or 700 of these wretches chained two and two, surrounded 
with every object that is nauseous and disgusting, diseased, and struggling under every kind of 
wretchedness! How can we bear to think of such a scene as this?  
[ . . . ] 
 
It will be found, upon an average of all the ships of which evidence has been given at the privy 
council, that exclusive of those who perish before they sail, not less than 12½ per cent. perish in 
the passage. Besides these, the Jamaica report tells you, that not less than 4½ per cent. die on 
shore before the day of sale, which is only a week or two from the time of landing. One third 
more die in the seasoning, and this in a country exactly like their own, [ . . . ] 



What effect did the Enlightenment have on 
social reform movements and monarchs in the 

18th century? 
The ideas of the Enlightenment sparked social reform movements in the 18th century and 
continue to fuel them today. Two of those reform movements were the women’s rights 
movement and the abolition movement. 
 
***ANSWER*** 
 
As a result of Enlightenment ideas, women’s rights movements started like the one in 
England started by Mary Wollstonecraft. Eventually, these movements led to women’s right 
to vote.  
 
Supporters of the slave trade were negatively affected by Enlightenment ideas because they 
helped fuel the abolition movement, which led to the end of the slave trade and freed slaves 
in British colonies.  
 
Enlightenment ideas influence Enlightened Despots like Catherine the Great who attempted 
to include some of their ideas in Russian laws.  







To what extent did Mary Wollstonecraft challenge ideas about the 
rights of women in 18th century Europe? 

***ANSWERS*** 
 
Point of View 
Identify the author's point of view concerning the rights of women.  
Women should have more rights than are in the Talleyrand-Perigord’s report to the French National Assembly 
like the right to an education. 
 
Purpose 
Explain the author's purpose for writing about women's rights in the 18th century. 
 Wollstonecraft’s purpose is to convince Talleyrand-Perigord to revise the new French constitution to include 
more rights for women.  
 
Audience 
Explain how the audience affects the way the author presents their ideas.  
Wollstonecraft is writing to a man in the French National Assembly during the French Revolution, when 
nationalism was strong. She argues that educating women would make them more patriotic and better 
patriotic mothers. Given the strong sense of patriotism during the early years of the French Revolution, 
Talleyrand-Perigord’ may have been swayed by this argument. 
 
 











Enlightenment Despots   







Enlightenment Impacts  


