
How do we study the past? 
Historical Thinking Skills 



  
Culture 

  
  

  
Cultural Diffusion  

  
  

  
Geography & Geographer 

  
  

  
Archeology & Archeologist   

  

  
Economics & Economist 

  
  

  
Politics & Political Scientist 

  
  

  
Technology  
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Point of View 
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Methods of Social Science/Historical Thinking  



Beginning Fundamentals 
 

Time Management: 
 
• Decade: a period of 10 years 
• Century: a period of 100 years (i.e. 15th century = 1400s) 
• Millennium=1,000 years (3rd Millennium was Jan 1, 2001) 
• B.C.: the time Before Christ on a timeline 
• B.C.E.: Before Common Era, replaces B.C. 
• A.D.: Anno Domini, In the Year of our Lord 
• C.E. Common Era, replaces A.D. 

 



Constructed Response Questions (CRQs) 







Geographic Context  

• Where did something happened and why 
there? 

• How did the “where” influence what 
happened? 



Historical Context 

• What was happening at the time the 
source/document/event was created? 

• How did the context influence the 
source/document/event as a result? 



Enduring Issue Essay 
PART 3–EXTENDED ESSAY 

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many  

societies have attempted to address with varying degrees of success. 

  

In your essay 

● Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents. 

● Using your knowledge of Social Studies and evidence from the 

documents, argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it 

has endured across time. 

Be sure to 

● Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of 

three documents. 

● Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents 

● Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

○ How the issue has affected people or been affected by people 

○ How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over 

time 

● Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies 

and evidence from the documents. 







Four Tips for Identifying an Enduring Issue 

1 

Base your issue on evidence. 
You will need to support your choice of 
enduring issue with evidence from documents 
or topics you have learned in class, so instead 
of choosing an issue that you like to write 
about and trying to find evidence for it, look 
for evidence of challenges or problems, then 
identify an issue based on what you find.  

3 

Be as specific as possible.  
Instead of choosing “conflict,” try 
identifying an enduring issue like 
“conflict between ethnic groups” or 
““civil wars.” 

2 

Do not stick to the list. 
If you see evidence of an enduring issue in a 
set of documents or topics you have learned 
in class that is not on the list, then choose that 
one. Do not limit yourself to the list. For 
example, “hatred,” and “pollution” are not on 
the list, but are enduring issues. 

4 

Identify causes and/or effects 
Instead of choosing an issue like 
“conflict,” identify what causes conflict 
like “conflict caused by competition 
over resources” or try identifying the 
effects of an enduring issue. For 
example, you could write, “conflict has 
led to human rights violations.” 

 









 
5 4 3 2 1 

Identify and 
Define Enduring 

Issue 

Clearly identifies and 
accurately defines one 
enduring issue raised in at 
least three documents 

Identifies and accurately defines one 
enduring issue raised in at least three 
documents 

Identifies and defines 
one enduring issue 
raised in at least 3 
documents. May 
include minor 
inaccuracies 

Identifies, but does not 
clearly define, one enduring 
issue raised in the set of 
documents; may include 
errors 

Identifies, but does not 
define, one enduring issue 
raised by the documents 

Argument: 
Significance of 
Enduring Issue 

and Continuity or 
Change Over Time 

Develops an even, thoughtful 
and in depth argument about 
how an enduring issue has 
affected people or has been 
affected by them and  how the 
issue continues to be an issue 
or has changed over time 

Develops a thoughtful argument in some 
depth about how an enduring issue has 
affected people or has been affected by 
them and  how the issue continues to be 
an issue or has changed over time OR 
develops the argument somewhat 
unevenly by discussing one aspect of the 
argument more thoroughly than the 
other 

Develops both aspects 
of the argument in little 
depth or develops only 
one aspect of the 
argument in some 
depth 

Minimally develops both 
aspects of the argument or 
develops one aspect of the 
argument in little depth 

Minimally develops one 
aspect of the argument 

Analysis 

Is more analytical than 
descriptive (analyzes, 
evaluates and/or creates 
information) 

Is both descriptive and analytical 
(applies, analyzes, evaluates and/or 
creates information) 

Is more descriptive than 
analytical (applies, may 
analyze and/or evaluate 
information) 

Is primarily descriptive; may 
include faulty, weak, or 
isolated application or 
analysis. 

Is descriptive; may lack 
understanding, application, 
or analysis 

Evidence: 
Documents 

Richly supports the task by 
incorporating substantial 
relevant evidence that 
includes facts, examples, and 
details from at least three of 
the documents 

Supports the task by incorporating 
relevant evidence that includes facts, 
examples, and details from at least three 
documents 

Incorporates some 
relevant evidence that 
includes facts, 
examples, and details 
from the docs; may 
include minor 
inaccuracies 

Includes few relevant facts, 
examples, and details from 
the documents or consists 
primarily of relevant 
information copied from 
the documents; may 
include inaccuracies. 

Makes some vague, unclear 
references to the documents 
and includes minimal 
relevant facts, examples, and 
details copied from the 
documents; may include 
some inaccuracies. 

Evidence: Outside 
Information 

Richly supports the task by 
incorporating substantial 
relevant outside information 
that includes facts, examples, 
and details 

Supports the task by incorporating 
relevant outside information that 
includes facts, examples and details 

Incorporates limited 
relevant outside 
information that 
includes facts, 
examples, and details; 
may include minor 
inaccuracies 

Presents little or no 
relevant outside 
information; may include 
some inaccuracies 

Presents no relevant outside 
information 

Organization 
Demonstrates a logical and 
clear plan of organization; 
includes an introduction and a 
conclusion 

Demonstrates a logical and clear path of 
organization; includes an introduction 
and a conclusion 

Demonstrates a 
satisfactory plan of 
organization; includes 
an introduction and a 
conclusion 

Demonstrates a general 
plan of organization; may 
lack focus; may contain 
digressions; may lack an 
introduction and a 
conclusion 

May demonstrate a 
weakness in organization; 
may lack focus; may contain 
digressions; may lack an 
introduction and a 
conclusion. 

 

NYS Enduring Issues Essay Rubric Separated By Category 







Geography  

 

• “Where you live will determine how you live” 

• Natural resources 

• Cultural Diffusion (Trade, Travel, War) 





Five Themes of Geography  

Tools to 
analyze 
geographic 
information 
given in 
photographs, 
charts, & 
maps  

 

 

• Where people & 
places are on 
earth’s surface  

• An address (i.e. 167 
River Lane) 

• “Where is it?”  

• Somewhere that 
can be described 
by its natural & 
human features  

 people, culture, 
language 

 Landforms, 
climates, animals 

• “What is like?” 

An area that shares 
common features 

physical 
features 
cultural traits  
government  

How & why do people, 
goods, & ideas move 
from place to place & 

results  

How people adapt to 
& change the 
environment  





• Title 
• Compass Rose 
• Colors/Symbols 
• Key/Legend 
• Scale 
• Grid: Longitude/Latitude  



Developing a Sense of Place…     
Continents & Oceans   

• Geographers divided land masses 
of world into separate areas called 
continents 
 7 continents in order of size: Asia, 

Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Europe, & 
Australia 

• N. America, S. America, & part of 
Antarctica make up Western 
Hemisphere 

• Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, & 
part of Antarctica make up Eastern 
Hemisphere 

• Most of Earth's surface is covered 
by water 
 ocean; extremely large body of 

salt water 
 4 oceans: Atlantic, Pacific, lndian, 

Arctic 

 





• North America 

• Central America & West Indies  

• South America  

• Africa (North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa) 

• Europe  

• Asia (Middle East-SW Asia, Northern Asia-Russia, 
Central Asia- Iran/India/China, East Asia or “Far 
East”- China/Korea/Japan, South Asia-India, SE 
Asia 

 



Methods of Social Studies 

- Primary Sources 

    -First Hand Account written by the person who experienced the 
event 

 - examples: diary, journal, autobiography 

- Secondary Sources 

    - Account that was written by someone that did not witness the     
event 

 - examples: textbook, biography 

- Archaeology: study of past cultures (archaeologist) 

      - Artifacts: man made objects such as tools, weapons 

- Geographer- individual that studies the natural features of the 
Earth 
 

 



Sources: Primary Vs. Secondary 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqXHO7bTPnw 

 

• anything written or recorded at 
the time an event/issue took place 
-“First hand” account 

• Examples: 
 Journals 
 Diaries 
 Letters 
 Transcripts 
 Legislation 
 Carvings on Walls 
 Ancient Scrolls 
 Speeches 
 Photographs/Art/film footages 
 Poems 
 Artifacts  

 

• anything written about 
an event/period/issue 
in history that was 
produced after that 
event has passed. 
Information is 
gathered from primary 
sources. 

• Examples: 
History textbooks 

Encyclopedias 

Biographies 

Reference books 

Journal articles 

 

 *Sources Can Be 
Misleading- Bias 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqXHO7bTPnw






How to Analyze Sources 

• Bias 

• Point of View 

• ‘His’story 

• HAPPY 

• Sourcing  



 

Sourcing 
Before reading/viewing a Source, ask 

yourself: 
 • Who wrote/made it? P.O.V.  Bias 

• When was it written/made? (Historical Context)  

• Where was it written/made? (Geographic Context) 

• Why was it written/made?  

• (Purpose or Agenda) 

• For whom was it written/made? (Audience)  

• Is it reliable? 

• Is it useful?  
 

*All these questions/answers influence the creation of the source. 

 









How to Analyze a Document 
• H= Historical Context 

• A= Audience 

• P= Purpose 

• P= Point of View 

• Y= Why  

 

• Year? What was happening at the time 
document was written?   

• For whom was the document created, & 
how might this affect the reliability or 
accuracy of the document?   

• WHY or FOR WHAT REASON was the source 
produced? What was the author’s GOAL in 
writing it?   

• Can you identify an important aspect of 
WHO the author is, & explain HOW this 
might have impacted what they wrote?  
Can you identify an influence that shaped 
the author or source, & EXPLAIN HOW 
THAT INFLUENCE specifically affected the 
document’s content?   

• Why does this document help you answer 
your question? How does the document 
impact/shape/reflect popular arguments 
on the subject? • What are the limitations 
of the document?  
 







Tips for News Accuracy & Detecting Bias 
• Acknowledge it is a confusing 

environment w/ a lot of 
information  

• Ask Questions about the source 
 Become a critical reader  
 Who is the author? What’s their 

agenda? 

• Understand manipulation 
 the more something evokes an 

emotional reaction, the more you 
should be skeptical 

 Key words to look out for “I think, I 
feel angry, extraordinary” 

• Research other sources’ take 










