
Aim #19: How Does Japan Resist 
European Imperialism & become 

imperialist? 
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In 1862, the Tokugawa shogun sent officials and 
scholars to China to study the situation there. A 
Japanese recorded in his diary from Shanghai… 

 

“The Chinese have become servants to the 
foreigners. Sovereignty may belong to China but in 
fact it's no more than a colony of Great Britain and 
France.” 

 

How do you think the Japanese officials would react 
to the situation in China?  
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The Meiji Restoration 1868  
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The Meiji Restoration 1868  











Japan becomes an Imperial Nation 
•   
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Now This Cartoon Should Make More Sense 



Compare & Contrast 
China & Japan Reaction to the West 

 





Why did Japan industrialize during the Meiji 
Period? How did industrialization affect Japan? 

Document Analysis  

Task 1. Describe one cause of industrialization in Japan in the late 
19th & early 20th centuries  
 
Task 2. Describe two social, political, and/or economic effects of 
industrialization on Japan in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
 





Why did Japan end its isolation? Why did Japan industrialize during the Meiji Period? 

 Directions: Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. 
The Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1867) isolated the island nation of Japan 
from the rest of the world for more than 200 years. During this period, 
the emperors ruled in name only.  The real political power was in the 
hands of the shoguns all of whom were from the Tokugawa family. The 
Tokugawa maintained a feudal system in Japan that gave them, and 
wealthy landowners called daimyo, power and control. After negative 
experiences with Europeans in the 1600s, the shoguns were extremely 
resistant to trade because they viewed outsiders as a threat to their 
power. 
  
Japan's isolation came to an end in 1853 when Commodore Matthew 
Perry of the United States Navy, commanding two steamships and two 
sailing vessels, sailed into Tokyo harbor. He forced Japan to end their 
isolation and open their ports to trade with U.S merchant ships. At the 
time, many industrialized nations in Europe and the United States were 
seeking to open new markets where they could sell their manufactured 
goods, as well as new countries to supply raw materials for industry. The 
Japanese, because of their years of isolation, had no navy with which to 
defend themselves, so they agreed to the demands of the United States. 
In 1854, the Treaty of Kanagawa was signed which permitted trade and 
opened Japanese ports to merchant ships.  
  
Commodore Matthew Perry’s actions showed that Japan's ruling 
Shogunate was weak and unable to defend the nation against a threat 
from the Western powers. Convinced that modernization depended on 
abolishing [getting rid of] the Shogunate and the feudal order, a group of 
middle-ranking samurai overthrew the military government of the 
Shogun in 1868 and set to modernize and industrialize the country. The 
period of industrialization in Japan starting with the fall of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate is known as the Meiji Restoration (1868-1912). 

Landing of Commodore Perry, officers & men of the squadron, to meet the 
Imperial commissioners at Yoku-Hama July 14th 1853. Lithograph by 
Sarony & Co., 1855, after W. Heine.  

1. Before 1867, what was the political structure of 
Japan like? Who had the power? 
 
2. Why did the Tokugawa government distrust 
foreigners? 
 
3. Why did Commodore Matthew Perry enter the 
Tokyo harbor with military ships? 
 
4. What were the effects of Commodore Matthew 
Perry’s demands?  










